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VETS LIKE US 


AND OUR FAMILIES 


66 When we found that our son 
was eligible for USAA, it meant 

that he was going to be a part of 
a company that we felt safe and 
secure with. 39 


USAA is made for those who honorably served. 
All ranks. All branches. All generations. 


Visit usaa.com/legion or call 877-699-2654 


SSS WHAT You'RE MADE OF 
USAA” WE'RE MADE FOR 


a? 


Use of the term “member” or“membership” refers to membership in USAA Membership Services and does not convey any legal or ownership rights in USAA. Restrictions apply and are 
subject to change. To join USAA, separated military personnel must have received a discharge type of “Honorable.” Eligible former dependents of USAA members may join USAA. USAA 
means United Services Automobile Association and its affiliates. No Department of Defense or government agency endorsement. The American Legion receives financial support from 
USAA for this sponsorship. © 2021 USAA. 279415-1021-TAL 


Exclusive MintSe lect® Pre-release Offer 


BRAND NEW 2022 GOLD & SILVER 
AMERICAN EAGLES 


LOWEST 
PRICE 
OFFER 


2022 
S1 Silver 


AS LOW AS 


Lowest price offer on 
BRAND NEW 2022 Gold & 
Silver American Eagles. 
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2022 
S50 Gold 


AS LOW AS 
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$5 Gold 


AS LOW AS 


COMPLETE SELLOUT EXPECTED - CALL TODAY! 
2022 $25 REAGAN 
PRESIDENTIAL SERIES 


LIMITED AVAILABLITY 
* 


First Day of Issue 


A US GOVERNMENT ISSUED GOLD 
A MUSEUM QUALITY MS70 GRADE 
[yi REAGAN PRESIDENTIAL SIGNATURE 
[vi STRUCK AT THE WEST POINT MINT 


with Each $25 Reagan 
Purchased! 
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A Vault Code: ALO122 
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uspreciousmetals.com oe 1-866-854-4012 


* Lowest price offer is available with purchase of the certified 2022 $25 Gold American Eagle. Otherwise, price will be at current SPOT plus pricing. Ad creation 11/15/21. Prices subject to change due 
to market volatility. Free secure shipping on all orders including certified coin(s). Otherwise $15 for SH&l. Estimated shipping dates Jan/Feb 2022. Gold and silver coin limits are at our discretion. 
Coins enlarged to show detail. 
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View videos, read 
more stories and 
find resources at 
legion.org. 
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The American Legion Magazine, a leader among national general-interest publications, is published monthly by The American Legion 
for its 1.8 million members. These wartime veterans, working through more than 12,000 community-level posts, dedicate themselves 
to God and Country and traditional American values; strong national security; adequate and compassionate care for veterans, 

their widows and orphans; community service; and the wholesome development of our nation’s youth. 
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Lucky Indeed 


After barely escaping 
Afghanistan a second 
time, a former 
interpreter fears the 
fate of thousands 
left behind. 

By Ken Olsen 


Afghanistan's 
Grim Future 


Meet the new Taliban, 
same as the old Taliban. 
By Sajjan M. Gohel 


The Tomb at 100 


Centennial honors 
bestowed upon the 
Unknown Soldier. 


Rise of the National 
Veterans Resource 
Center 


Syracuse University’s 
15-year journey to 
leadership in veteran- 
support services, 
programs and research. 
By Jeff Stoffer 


Make your home more comfortable than ever 
“To you, it’s the perfect lift chair. 
To me, it’s the best sleep chair I’ve ever had.” 


NOW 
also available in 
Genuine Italian Leather 
and New Chestnut Color 
(as pictured here) 


You can’t always lie down in bed and 

sleep. Heartburn, cardiac problems, hip or 
back aches - and dozens of other ailments 
and worries. Those are the nights you'd give 
anything for a comfortable chair to sleep in: one 
that reclines to exactly the right degree, raises your 
feet and legs just where you want them, supports 
your head and shoulders properly, and operates at 
the touch of a button. 


Our Perfect Sleep Chair® does all that and 
more. More than a chair or recliner, it’s designed 
to provide total comfort. Choose your preferred 
heat and massage settings, for hours of 
soothing relaxation. Reading or watching TV? 
Our chair’s recline technology allows you to pause 
the chair in an infinite number of settings. And 
best of all, it features a powerful lift mechanism 
that tilts the entire chair forward, making it easy 
to stand. You'll love the other benefits, too. It 
helps with correct spinal alignment and promotes 


REMOTE CONTROLLED 


} EASILY SHIFTS FROM FLAT TO 
2 A STAND-ASSIST POSITION 


= Now available in a variety 
of colors, fabrics and sizes. 
Pictured is the Deluxe Model 
in Genuine Italian Leather 


Because each Perfect Sleep Chair is a made-to-order bedding product it cannot be returned, 
but if it arrives damaged or defective, at our option we will repair it or replace it. © 2021 Journey Health and Lifestyle 


Genuine Italian Leather 
classic beauty & durability 


Long Lasting DuraLux™ (Burgundy) Tan 
stain & water repellent 


MicroLux™ Microfiber 
breathable & amazingly soft 


— J. Fitzgerald, VA 


Three Chairs 
in One 
a= Sleep/Recline/Lift 


-y 


ACCREDITED 
BUSINESS A+ 


= 
BBB. 


back pressure relief, to prevent back and muscle 
pain. The overstuffed, oversized biscuit style back 
and unique seat design will cradle you in comfort. 
Generously filled, wide armrests provide enhanced 
arm support when sitting or reclining. It even has 
a battery backup in case of a power outage. 


White glove delivery included in shipping 
charge. Professionals will deliver the chair to 

the exact spot in your home where you want it, 
unpack it, inspect it, test it, position it, and even 
carry the packaging away! You get your choice of 
Genuine Italian Leather, stain and water repellent 
custom-manufactured DuraLux™ with the classic 
leather look or plush MicroLux™ microfiber in a 
variety of colors to fit any decor. New Chestnut 
color only available in Genuine Italian 
Leather. Call now! 


The Perfect Sleep Chair® 


1-888-420-8797 


Please mention code 116185 when ordering. 


Chestnut 


Mahogany 
Blue 


Chocolate 


Burgundy Cashmere Chocolate Indigo 


46574 
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Here to stay 


On Sept. 24, 2021, The Wall Street 
Journal published an opinion piece 
titled “Old Veterans Organizations 
Are Fading Away.” Written by Faith 
Bottum, the piece makes the same 
erroneous assumptions about The 
American Legion as a similar article 
printed in that newspaper more 
than 50 years ago. 

To its credit, the Journal did publish my strong reaction a 
few days later. In recent years, The American Legion has been 
the lead organization responsible for the passage of the 
Post-9/11 GI Bill, the VA MISSION Act and the Veterans 
Appeals Improvement and Modernization Act. In fiscal 2020, 
our corps of more than 3,000 accredited service officers and 
representatives across the nation were responsible for 
obtaining more than $14.25 billion in compensation benefits 
earned by veterans and their families. 

Still, Bottum asks a fair question. “What will happen 
when those old veterans’ clubs are gone?” she wrote, referring 
to local American Legion and Veterans of Foreign Wars 
(VFW) posts. 

I do not accept her premise that The American Legion will 
disappear, but I do believe that communities across our 
nation would suffer a tremendous loss if it did. 

The veterans community is a fraction of the size it was 
when 16 million servicemembers returned from World War II. 
While we are fewer in number, we are still powerful - and as 
The American Legion’s motto says, we are still Veterans 
Strengthening America. 

Recruiting new members will always be important, but 
renewals are imperative if we are to stay effective. Upon my 
election as national commander, I set a goal for departments 
to achieve a 90% renewal rate. If the current trend continues, 
we will fall short. 

After a prolonged period of shutdowns and quarantines, 

I believe we can obtain these renewals through personal, safe 
contact. Not every member has the time to attend meetings. 
But those who love The American Legion should make an 
effort to reach out and welcome all our veteran brothers and 
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MEMBERSHIP IN THE AMERICAN LEGION 
Veterans who served at least one day of active 
military duty during wartime, or are serving now, are 
potentially eligible for membership in The American 
Legion. Members must have been honorably 
discharged or still serving honorably. 

ELIGIBILITY 

Dec. 7, 1941 - current 

DATES OF MILITARY SERVICE 

April 6, 1917 - Nov. 11, 1918 

(Merchant Mariners who served from Dec. 7, 1941, 
to Dec. 31, 1946, are also eligible.) 

TO JOIN 
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sisters. Encourage them to “stay Legion.” And if you haven't 
renewed your 2022 membership, I can think of no better way 
to start the new year. 


Aw £ Illa 


4 THE AMERICAN LEGION MAGAZINE JANUARY 2022 


The American Legion (ISSN 0886-1234) is published monthly 
by The American Legion, 5745 Lee Road, Indianapolis, IN 
46216. Periodicals postage paid at Indianapolis, IN 46204 
and additional mailing offices. 


POSTMASTER: Send address changes to The American 
Legion, Data Services, P.O. Box 1954, Indianapolis, IN 46206. 
Canada Post International Publications Mall (Canadian 
Distribution) Sales Agreement No. PM40063731. Return 
Undeliverable Canadian Addresses to: Station A, P.O. Box, 
Windsor ON N9A 6J5. Re-entered second-class mail matter 
at Manila Central Post Office dated Dec. 22, 1991. 


Printed in USA 
Member Alliance for Audited Media 


Bad to the Bone 


Full tang stainless steel blade with natural 
bone handle —now ONLY $79! 


he very best hunting knives possess a perfect balance of form and 
function. They’re carefully constructed from fine materials, but 
also have that little something extra to connect the owner with nature. 


Ifyou’re on the hunt fora knife that combines impeccable craftsmanship 
with a sense of wonder, the $79 Huntsman Blade is the trophy you're 
looking for. 


The blade is full tang, meaning it doesn’t stop at the handle but 
extends to the length of the grip for the ultimate in strength. The 
blade is made from 420 surgical steel, famed for its sharpness and its 
resistance to corrosion. 


The handle is made from genuine natural bone, and features 
decorative wood spacers and a hand-carved motif of two overlapping 
feathers— a reminder for you to respect and connect with the 
natural world. 


This fusion of substance and style can garner a high price tag out 
in the marketplace. In fact, we found full tang, stainless steel blades 
with bone handles in excess of $2,000. Well, that won’t cut it 
around here. We have mastered the hunt 
for the best deal, and in turn pass the 
spoils on to our customers. 


But we don’t stop there. While supplies 
last, we'll include a pair of $99 8x21 power 
compact binoculars and a genuine leather 
sheath FREE when you purchase the 
Huntsman Blade. 

Your satisfaction is 100% guaranteed. 
Feel the knife in your hands, wear it 
on your hip, inspect the impeccable 
craftsmanship. If you don’t feel like we 
cut you a fair deal, send it back within 
30 days for a complete refund of the 
item price. 

Limited Reserves. A deal like this won’t 
last long. We have only 1120 Huntsman 
Blades for this ad only. Don’t let this 
beauty slip through your fingers. Call today! 


Huntsman Blade $249* 
Offer Code Price Only $79 + S&P Save $170 


1-800-333-2045 


Your Insider Offer Code: HUK679-01 
You must use the insider offer code to get our special price. 


BONUS! Call today and 
you’ll also receive this 
genuine leather sheath! 


Stauer® 14101 Southcross Drive W., Ste 155, Dept. HUK679-01 


Burnsville, Minnesota 55337 WWw.stauer.com 


*Discount is only for customers who use the offer code versus the 
listed original Stauer.com price. 


California residents please call 1-800-333-2045 regarding 
Proposition 65 regulations before purchasing this product. 


[ AN) ACCREDITED 
Beam BUSINESS 
BBB. 


Rating of A+ 


Advertisement 


Compact 
Binoculars 


-a $99 value- 


with purchase of 
Huntsman Blade 


What Stauer Clients 
Are Saying About 
Our Knives 


kk kkk 
“This knife is beautifull” —— 
— J., La Crescent, MN es 
kk kkk 

“The feel of this knife 
is unbelievable... this 
is an incredibly fine 


instrument.” 
—H., Arvada, CO 


*¢ 12" overall length; 6 2" stainless steel full tang blade *« Genuine bone handle 
with brass hand guard & bolsters ¢ Includes genuine leather sheath 


Stauer... Afford the Extraordinary.° 
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How The American Legion saved my life 

About nine years ago, I was told that due to physical and mental 
health issues, some related to my time in the Air Force, I could not work 
anymore. This was devastating to me, a relatively young man of 48 or 49, 
hearing I could no longer support my family in the only way I knew how. 

One day, my wife and I had an argument, started by me, about how 
I felt I was not contributing. I walked out of the house and down the 
country road I live off; all I could think about was how to get my family 
much-needed money and not wanting to be a burden. I knew I had 
$50,000 in life insurance, which would pay our bills and the rest of my 
son’s college. 

With my feet on the edge of the asphalt and a big rig approaching at 
60 mph, I closed my eyes and stepped into the street. Somehow - maybe 
by the grace of God - the trucker saw me and swerved at the last second. 

A month later, while I was seeing doctors about my suicide attempt, 

I received a card in the mail from The American Legion asking me to 
join. I did not know I was eligible. 

What I found was something I truly needed at that time: a purpose 
and a meaning. After attending a few meetings, I volunteered for honor 
guard duties and the color guard. About one year in, 1 moved to a more 
active post doing more community service. Eventually I became a 
district officer with help from my post commander. 

I still have feelings sometimes of not contributing to my home, but 
second to my wife and son, the American Legion Family is the best 
thing that has ever happened to me. 

If this story sounds familiar and you don’t know how to help yourself, 
I suggest checking out your local American Legion post. It saved my life, 
and I believe if you are open and willing, it will save yours, too. 

Jeffrey Freeman, Oakdale, Calif. 


Tune in to a special Tango Alpha Lima podcast series on suicide 


prevention, featuring Freeman and others, in early January: 
legion.org/tangoalphalima 
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Veterans in Northern 
California’s Sonoma 
County celebrate 
Veterans Day with 
one of the nation’s 
largest parades. 
Photo by Jeric Wilhelmsen 


40 


Approximate 
percentage of more 
than 1 million post- 

9/11 veterans who 
have some form of 
disability, according 
to Harvard researcher 
Linda Bilmes. The 
number of disabled 
veterans from the 
post-9/11 generation 
exceeds that of World 
War Il, Korea and 
Vietnam combined. 


THE AMERICAN 
LEGION MAGAZINE 
WELCOMES YOUR 
OPINIONS 
Include your hometown 


and a daytime phone 
number for verification. 


All letters published are 
subject to editing. Due 
to the volume of mail 
received, not every letter 
can be acknowledged. 


The American Legion 
Magazine, P.O. Box 1055, 
Indianapolis, IN 46206 
magazine@legion.org 
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NORTH AMERICA’S 


4 Selling Walk-In Tub 


Now with a FREE Shower Package and a 
_ FREE SpaSounds* Speaker 


Finally, you can have all of the 
benefits of a soothing bath, or enjoy 
a refreshing shower while listening 
to your favorite music, in your 

new Safe Step Tub! 


Y First and only walk-in tub available 
with a customizable shower and 
built-in Bluetooth speaker. 


Y Fixed rainfall shower head is 
adjustable for your height and pivots 
to offer a seated shower option 


¥ High-quality tub complete with a 
comprehensive lifetime warranty on 
the entire tub 


¥ Top-of-the-line installation and 
service, all included at one low, 
affordable price 


Now you can have the best of 
both worlds—there isn’t a better, 
more affordable walk-in tub! 


Call today and receive 
exclusive savings of 


$1500 OFF 


PLUS A FREE SHOWER PACKAGE 


AND A FREE BUILT-IN Call Now Toll-Free 
BLUETOOTH SPEAKER! 
FOR A LIMITED TIME ONLY 


nee ees 
VVALKRh-IN | UB FINANCING 


www.BuySafeStep.com : AVAILABLE 
i : Praee WITH APPROVED 
With purchase of a new Safe Step Walk-In Tub. Not applicable with 1 CREDIT 


| any previous walk-in tub purchase. Offer available while supplies last. BUSINESS 
No cash value. Must present offer at time of purchase. i 


CSLB 983603 F13000002885 13HV08744300 
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NSC-68 
I found Alan Dowd’s article (November) 

interesting and informative. After learning what 
outcome the communist nations were seeking in 
the Cold War fight, I think we lost the war. All one 
has to do is look at the results in the November 2020 
elections and the direction this country is going, 
and they will quickly see that we are well on our way 
to socialism and losing our freedoms. 

Paul Myers, Duncannon, Pa. 


la Drang and Chu Lai 

The November magazine notes the passing of Joe 
Galloway (Rapid Fire) and discusses the Ia Drang 
Valley engagement as the first major battle of the 
Vietnam conflict, in November 1965. This is 
incorrect and a slight to the Marines of the Chu Lai 
area, who had a much larger engagement in August 
1965. Operation Satellite, or Starlite as it came to be 
called, had 5,000-plus Marines involved, 45 U.S. 
casualties and 614 Viet Cong; in comparison, la 
Drang had approximately 1,000 troops committed 
with 237 U.S. casualties and 1,037 Viet Cong. I take 
nothing away from the men of the Ia Drang 
campaign. My brother was in Starlite, and I arrived a 
few days later. To the Marines of the 4th and 7th 
battalions and others, Chu Lai was a major battle 
and the first. 

Steven Hess, San Antonio 
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THE PLAYLIST 


American Legion videos you 
don’t want to miss. 


‘A lot of feeling happens here’ 

American Legion Auxiliary National 
President Kathy Daudistel joins Honor Flight 
Guardians and The American Legion to 
escort veterans to view national military and 
veteran monuments, memorials and the 
changing of the guard at the Tomb of the 
Unknown Soldier. 


Vietnam vets honored in Petaluma, Calif. 
The American Legion Post 28 family in 
Petaluma, Calif., dedicates Veterans Day 
parade and ceremony to those who served 
in the Vietnam War. 


Idaho Falls Bandits take in World Series 
“It’s a dream come true” for American Legion 
Baseball champions from Idaho, who were 
treated to Game 4 seats in the Major 
League Baseball World Series game 
between the Atlanta Braves and the 
Houston Astros. 


Visit legion.org/magazine/videos or 
subscribe to The American Legion's YouTube 
channel. 


“... a thrilling episode. 
Can you imagine seeing 
Marines lashed to the 
casket, trying with their 
own bodies to prevent 
it from being lost? That 
actually happened.” 


Second Vice Commander 
Anthony Waskie, Benjamin 
Franklin American Legion 
Post 405 in Philadelphia, 
at an Oct. 25 ceremony 
commemorating the 100th 
anniversary of the Unknown 
Soldier's perilous journey home 
on the historic cruiser Olympia 


f you would have taken $150,000 of your money and 
bought physical gold in 2000, you would now have over 
$1 million at today’s gold prices.” That's an incredible 
increase of over 600%—outperforming the Nasdaq, 
Dow, and S&P 500. Many analysts believe that the 
long-term gold bull run has only just begun and predict 
its current price to rise—even DOUBLE—in the future. 


In today's volatile economic environment, it is essential 
to diversify with gold. If you have been waiting to enter 
the gold market, this is your opportunity to join the 

thousands of Americans who are protecting their future by 
transferring money into gold. Unlock the secret to wealth ~~ 
protection with your free 2022 Gold Information Kit— 
absolutely free from the experts at U.S. Money Reserve. 


al VOY nN FARE 
IU NIFC a Nw 


Order the Ultimate Gold Information Kit 
from the experts at U.S. Money Reserve, with 
over 85 pages of “insider” information! 


e Why Own Gold NOW 

e The Secrets to Gold Ownership 

e Maximizing Your Profit Potential 
Exclusive Offers and Intro Savings 


CALL TOLL-FREE TODAY! 
if —~ FREE BONUS REPORT! 


1 -855-406-7271 4 | yo S. Call right now to receive two exclusive 
< 


BONUS reports: 25 Reasons to Own Gold 
and the 2022 Global Gold Forecast! 


vault Code: AL72 : 


RS SSA IS 


% saan AAA RATING Customer Satisfaction WE SUPPORT |p aca a 
4 BUSINESS lcorea} business... Ka KKH Sam] 
alliance 4.8 / 5 rating Son puisiny WATCHGOR AUTHORIZED DEALER 


US. MONEY on eaids 


©2021 U.S. Money Reserve. “Based on the change in gold’s price from $263.80/oz. (10/27/00) to $1,902.75/oz. (06/02/21). 
The markets for coins are unregulated. Prices can rise or fall and carry some risks. The company is not affiliated with the U.S. 
Government and the U.S. Mint. Past performance of the coin or the market cannot predict future performance. Prices may be more or 
AMERICA’S GOLD AUTHORITY® less based on current market conditions. All calls recorded for quality assurance. Coins enlarged to show detail. Offer void where prohibited. 
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Whereas ... 


Fireman 
Second Class 
Petty Officer 
Telesforo de la 
Cruz Trinidad 
was awarded r #3 
the Medal of ei =3 
Honor for his Be 
extraordinary 
heroism above 
and beyond the call of duty in saving 
the lives of his shipmates aboard 
USS San Diego (ACR 6) in the Gulf of 
California on Jan. 21, 1915 


Second Class Petty Officer Trinidad 
is the only U.S. Navy sailor of 
Asian-American descent and the first 
Filipino-American to receive the 
Medal of Honor for heroism from 
service in the Navy 


Photo courtesy National 
Medal of Honor Museum 


To date, no Navy ship is named 
after a member of the U.S. Armed 
Forces of Filipino-American descent 


Be it resolved, 

That The American Legion request 
the secretary of the Navy name the 
next guided missile destroyer USS 
Telesforo Trinidad in honor of this 
World War | and World War Il 
veteran and Medal of Honor 
recipient. 


Passed, American Legion National 
Executive Committee Fall Meeting, 
Oct. 6-7, 2021 


“The scholarship means everything to me, and 


vere smncrmcanencn 
‘SOLICITING SMILES’ BUIDDY 


Last fall, American 
Legion Department of 
Massachusetts District 4 
Commander Scott Conner 
challenged the district's 
55 posts to conduct Buddy 
Checks, calling at least two veterans in November. 

“We don't leave them behind on the battlefield and we 
certainly aren't going to leave them behind at home,” says 
Conner, a member of Gaudette-Kirk Post 138 in Spencer, Mass. 

He got posts started by sending each commander and 
adjutant a PDF of The American Legion's Buddy Check Toolkit 
(available at legion.org/buddycheck/tools) and their post 
membership roster, accessible through MyLegion.org. 

“| hope it's fruitful,” he says. “If we don’t keep plugging away 
and trying, we're never going to be able to reach the veterans 
who certainly deserve some small conversation.” 

Conner has his own list of veterans he’s made a habit of 
calling several times during New England's cold winters, when 
people are shut in. He adds veterans he meets at American 
Legion meetings to his Buddy Check call lists. And if he sees a 
veteran mentioned in an American Legion newsletter whom he 
hasn't talked with in a while, he'll reach out. 

“When | started doing them, there wasn't a single veteran 
who was annoyed that | called,” Conner says. “They were 
grateful that somebody called, somebody offered assistance of 
any type .... You're not soliciting money, you’re soliciting smiles. 
How bad is that?” 


the sacrifices that my dad made to get me here.” 


Nate Smith, Virginia Tech freshman, on how an American Legion 
Legacy Scholarship is helping him pursue higher education. 
Smith's father, Shaun, is a Navy veteran and member of American 
\ Legion Post 35 in Chandler, Ariz. Watch a video about their story 
< at legion.org/magazine/videos. 


The Legion's Legacy Scholarship is awarded annually to children 
q of post-9/11 veterans who were either killed in action or 
wl have a VA disability rating of 50% or greater. Applications 
for the 2022-2023 school year are due April 15. 


Apply or donate online: legion.org/scholarships/legacy NS "gy 
“J iy a to by Swiktar Patel 


ra 


10 THE AMERICAN LEGION MAGAZINE JANUARY 2022 


Rechargeable Digital Hearing Aids 


List Price: $559 


199. 


SAVE $720 


ona par 


$199 for the HearClear GO Rechargeable 
Hearing Aid That's Packed with Technology 


Our HearClear GO is the most affordable member of our 
rechargeable hearing aid family. It features advanced digital 
technology at an extremely low price. The GO is powered with 
many of the key technologies of high-end hearing aids while leaving 
out fancy bells and whistles that increase cost. With the GO, you'll 
hear more clearly while saving a lot of money! 


How do we do this? It’s simple. We sell direct, eliminating the 
middleman and expensive retail locations that can add thousands 
to the overall cost. Then we go one step further and ignore the 
suggested retail price! 


Your lightweight and discreet GO hearing aids work at a fraction of 
the cost of name brand hearing aids, and are ultra-convenient. With 
the GO's FREE Charging Station, you won't have to worry about 
those pesky little batteries. Simply charge at night and go all day. 


The GO is pre-programmed for most mild to moderate hearing loss, 
with no expensive professional adjustments needed. Simply take 
them out, put them in, and GO. 


For just $199 each, they're perhaps the best value in America, 
because we pack in so much technology. And our customer care 
team is made up of seasoned professionals, committed to bringing 
you the best service and information available. 


Your Price 


__ Ss | | 


GO Features! 


A) Microphone 

B) Program Control 

C) Volume Control 

D) Magnetic 
Charging Port 
& Rechargeable 
Battery 

E) Digital Processor 

F) Receiver 
(Speaker) 

G) Sound Tube 

H) Replaceable 
Dome 


4 Digital sound processing chip provides crystal 


clear sound and makes speech easier to 
understand with less feedback than old 


analog technology 


( Don't worry about replacing batteries! 


Your Charge Gives a Full Day of Use! 


(Free Charging Station Included) 
(Ff Automatic Noise Reduction 
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Purchasing is risk-free with our iron-clad money-back guarantee. & Feedback Canceler dled 
We've been in business for 25 years with an A+ BBB rating. Start (% 100% Money Back Guarantee Bock : 
hearing all that life has to offer again. Call today before prices go up. ——__——- 


Free Telecare Service 


Small & Discreet 


Full-day Charge 


“| was very happy from day one. 
The product is very good!” 
-Fay E., Watertown, WI 


Thousands of 
5-star Reviews! 


FOR THE LOWEST PRICE CALL 


877-912-0040 


Coupon Code AL21 


Limited Time Only 


US Owned Company 


Not available in the state of Washington 


a+ & 


L(, 2d Affordable Hearing” 


Serving America Since 1996! 


www.AdvancedHearing.com/AL21 


THE FOB 


$4,000 


Amount donated from 
the Sons of The 
American Legion 
Detachment of Nebraska 
to the Nebraska Medal 
of Honor Foundation 
Oct. 10 in Omaha. The 
donation supports the 
cross-country renaming 
of U.S. Highway 20 to 
honor those who have 


a Photo by Ben Mikesell 


feceived the nation’s “| figured if The American Legion was good enough 
highest military for (my grandfathen, it was probably good enough 
decoration. Nebraska ; . ; : 

Gov. PoteRicketts sianed or me. | walked into a Legion post, signed up, 
pope Jan. He poe and found my place of service where | can 

that renamed the state’s . oy 

432 miles of Highway 20, continue to serve my community. 

joining Oregon, Idaho, Department of Colorado Sergeant at Arms Joseph Schmidt, sharing his 
Montana, Wyoming, membership story during an American Legion College session Nov. 17 
lowa, Illinois, Indiana, in Indianapolis. His grandfather died before he was born, but Schmidt 
Ohio, Pennsylvania, New remembers walking past his American Legion cap in his parents’ home every 
York and Massachusetts day of his young life. An Army veteran, Schmidt served in Afghanistan and is 
in similar initiatives. a member of American Legion Centennial Post 209 in Colorado Springs. 


New year, new season for 
Tango Alpha Lima podcast 


After a record-setting year, the American Legion 
Tango Alpha Lima podcast has big plans for 2022. 
In 2021, the podcast surpassed 60,000 downloads 
and continued to set monthly records. The best to 
ea M2 date is September 2021 with 12,098 downloads, 
“thanks in part to the 9/11 anniversary series. 


Among the special offerings: 


¢ Season 3 kicks off Jan. 4 with a special series 
dedicated to PTSD and reducing veteran suicide. 


¢ Plans are in the works for a Tango Alpha Lima Book 
Club, as well as monthly episodes featuring authors 
of new books related to veterans issues, military 
service and more. 

¢ Host Mark Seavey is stepping aside as he turns his 
attention full-time to serving as the Legion’s national 
judge advocate. The podcast is looking for guest 
hosts. Visit the Tango Alpha Lima web page to learn 
a ~ ) a an about the application process. 

Tango Alpha Lima co-hosts Jeff Daly, Mark Visit legion.org/tangoalphalima to download any of 
Seavey and Ashley Gorbulja-Maldonado, from the more than 100 episodes, watch them on YouTube 


left, walk in the New York City Veterans Day or learn more about the podcast. A new episode is 
Parade on Nov. 11. photo by Holly Soria released every Tuesday by 9 a.m. Eastern. 
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Stand Up Straight and Feel Better 


Discover the Perfect Walker™, the better 
way to walk safely and more naturally 


It’s a cruel fact of life, as we age, gravity 
takes over. Our muscles droop, our bodies Old Way Better Way 
sag and the weight of the world seems to 
be planted squarely on our shoulders. We 
dread taking a fall, so we find ourselves 
walking less and less - and that only 
makes matters worse. 


Well, cheer up! There’s finally a product 
designed to enable us all to walk properly 
and stay on the go. It’s called the Perfect 
Walker, and it can truly change your life. 


Traditional rollators and walkers simply 
aren’t designed well. They require you to 
hunch over and shuffle your feet when you 
walk. This puts pressure on your back, 
neck, wrists and hands. Over time, this 
makes walking uncomfortable and can 
result in a variety of health issues. That’s 
all changed with the Perfect Walker. Its upright design and padded elbow rests enable you to 

sia distribute your weight across your arms and shoulders, 
not your hands and wrists, which helps reduce back, neck 
and wrist pain and discomfort. Its unique frame gives you 
plenty of room to step, and the oversized wheels help you 
glide across the floor. The height can be easily adjusted 
with the push of a button to fit anyone from 4’9” to over 
6’2”. Once you’ve reached your destination you can use 
the hand brakes to gently slow down, and there’s even a 
handy seat with a storage compartment. Plus the Perfect 
Walker includes Stand Assist™ handles which make 
standing from a sitting position simple and easy. Its sleek, 
lightweight design makes it easy to use indoors and out 
and it folds up for portability and storage. 


Why spend another day hunched 
over and shuffling along. Call now, 
and find out how you can try out a 
Perfect Walker for yourself... and 
start feeling better each and every 
day in your own home. 

9 

“—_ 


Perfect Walker™ 


= Melnionable see Call now Toll-Free 


@ Stand-Assist Handles 


© Folds Easily ® Adjustable Backrest BBB. 
® Optimized Center of Gravity © Easy-Brake Wheels 1-888-660-0856 


: Please mention promotion code 116187. — Rating ofA 
now you can choose between royal blue or rich bronze © 2021 Journey Health and Lifestyle 
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BY LANCE FRAZER 


Pressure injuries - typically resulting from injuries 
limiting mobility - can develop on heels, ankles, 
hips and the tailbone. According to the Mayo 
Clinic, there are more than 200,000 cases annually 
in the United States, and more than 60,000 deaths 
as a direct result of pressure injuries. 

Kath Bogie, associate professor of orthopedics 
and biomedical engineering at Case Western 
Reserve University and a research scientist at the 
Louis Stokes Cleveland VA Medical Center, says 
pressure injuries can develop when soft tissues do 
not get enough blood, sometimes leading to 
sepsis. (Sepsis occurs when chemicals released in 
the bloodstream to fight an infection trigger 
inflammation throughout the body. It was sepsis 
triggered by a pressure injury that led to the death 
of paralyzed actor Christopher Reeve in 2004.) 

Pressure injuries do not discriminate by age, 
gender or ethnicity, “nor is it a ‘one size fits all’ 
situation,” Bogie says. “| do a lot of work with 
veterans with spinal injuries, some of whom get 
these injuries over and over while others never do.” 

She adds that a pressure injury can begin on the 
skin or in deep tissue: “Like a volcano ... there’s a 
lot going on that you can’t see at the surface.” 

Jenny Alderden, a critical-care nurse specialist at 
the University of Utah College of Nursing, says 
14 
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there are four stages of pressure injuries, ranging 
from relatively minor and reversible damage 
(stage 1) to large openings on the body that can 
expose bones or tendons (stage 4). Older people, 
as well as those with mobility challenges or 
“altered sensation” from various health conditions, 
are at higher risk. 

“Prevention is always the best pathway,” says 
Bogie, who recommends avoiding sitting or lying 
on hard surfaces for extended periods of time. If 
an injury begins to develop, remove the pressure 
immediately. If the area begins to break down and 
not heal, contact a wound-care clinic immediately, 
she adds. 

Pressure injury prevention starts with keeping 
the skin clean and dry, and regularly inspecting the 
area, Alderden says. Early signs of pressure injury - 
redness, and changes in skin texture and 
temperature - usually indicate a reversible stage. 
However, for people with darker skin tones, 
redness is less visible, making it even more 
important to check for changes in temperature or 
skin texture. 


Lance Frazer is a California-based freelance writer 
specializing in health and medicine, science, nature 
and the environment. 


Respirlech 


A Philips company 


7 — 


Treating your 
COPD and still 
struggling? 


Chronic productive cough? 
Repeated antibiotic use for 
chest infections? Repeat 
hospitalizations? 


After one year of Philips InCourage 
vest therapy paired with RespirTech’'s 
patient support program, veterans 
reported”: 


Hospitalization 
rate decreased 


Ability to clear 
lungs 
‘Good-excellent’ 


Respiratory 
health 
‘Good-excellent’ 


Scan QR code or visit 
www.respirtech.com/va 


*Methodology: Phone surveys at regular intervals with VA patients using the InCourage 
system. Data collection began in 05/01/2019. As of 05/31/2021, 413 patients 
completed the baseline survey; 214 patients in 1-month cohort; 138 in 6-month cohort; 
77 in 12-month cohort. 


© 2022 Koninklijke Philips N.V. All rights reserved. 910174-000 Rev E 
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BY JENNIFER CAMPBELL 


Conquer your New Year's resolutions 


At the start of a new year, people often make 
health- or fitness-based resolutions. The challenge 
is to follow through so your vision becomes reality. 
Research shows that it takes, on average, 66 days 
for a new behavior to become automatic. Put 
another way, if you start Jan. 1 and commit through 
The American Legion's birthday March 15, you will 
likely have established a habit and be on your way 
to the healthy changes you want. 

Here are tips on how to commit to some common 
health resolutions: 


Resolution: Improve sleep 

Why it matters: Sleep is important because it 
allows the body to recover and reduces the risk of 
serious health conditions, including weight gain, 
heart disease and depression. 

How to: Decrease screen time before bed, reduce 
noise and light pollution in your bedroom, cut back 
on caffeine and get to bed at a consistent time. 
Also, limit alcohol consumption; it may make you 
sleepy, but it disrupts deep sleep patterns, 
reducing sleep quality. 


Resolution: Lose weight 

Why it matters: Being overweight or obese can 
lead to diseases and metabolic abnormalities such 
as hypertension, abnormal lipid levels, type 2 
diabetes, heart disease, stroke, sleep apnea 

and breathing problems, and overall poor quality 
of life. 

How to: Diet and exercise are the two most 
obvious ways to control weight gain, but the first 
step is to understand your weaknesses and 
commit to change. If you don’t exercise, start by 
walking for 30 minutes a couple of days and go 
from there. 


Resolution: Move daily 

Why it matters: Sedentary lifestyles increase risks 
of diseases, depression and anxiety. 

How to: Create goals that work for your lifestyle. 

| recommend an hour of walking per day. If 60 
minutes seems too daunting, break it up into 
smaller chunks like two 30-minute segments or four 
15-minute sessions. Make it social and ask friends 
and/or family to join you. 


Media Bakery 


Resolution: Eat healthy 

Why it matters: Good nutrition is essential for 
reducing risk of chronic diseases. Adults who eat a 
healthy diet live longer and have a lower risk of 
obesity, heart disease, type 2 diabetes and certain 
cancers. 

How to: Create a plan for what you will buy at the 
grocery store, what you will make at home and 
what you will order when dining out. Don’t force 
yourself to eat things you hate; incorporate 
healthy options you can tolerate into your meals. 


Resolution: Drink more water 

Why it matters: Proper hydration improves energy 
levels and brain function, can aid in weight loss 
and maintains electrolyte balance. 

How to: Give yourself visual cues by keeping a 
water bottle within eyesight. If you see it, you'll be 
more likely to reach for it. Also, if you drink a lot of 
sodas, juices or energy drinks, start by replacing 
one with water daily. 


Army veteran Jennifer Campbell is a certified 
personal trainer with a master’s degree in nutrition 
education. She is commander of the California 
American Legion’s 24th District. 


Living Well is designed to provide general information. It is not intended to be, nor is it, medical advice. 
Readers should consult their physicians when they have health problems. 
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Choose a Medicare plan that 
serves those who served 


In alliance with The American Legion, UnitedHealthcare® is helping give veterans access to 
a wide range of Medicare Advantage plans designed to complement your VA or TRICARE 
For Life benefits. The Medicare Advantage Patriot plan from UnitedHealthcare includes the 
freedom to visit doctors and hospitals in our large network for a $0 monthly premium. 


It’s time to take advantage. 


Learn more about Medicare Advantage plans 
designed with American Legion members in mind. 


United 
1-866-214-1749, TTY 711 Healthcare 
UHCandTheAmericanLegion.com Medicare Advantage 


Plans are insured through UnitedHealthcare Insurance Company or one of its affiliated companies, a Medicare Advantage organization with a Medicare 
contract. Enrollment in the plan depends on the plan’s contract renewal with Medicare. The American Legion is not an insurer and does not endorse or 
recommend particular products to individuals. You do not have to be a veteran to be eligible for this plan. UnitedHealthcare provides financial support to 
The American Legion for the sponsorship. Benefits, features and/or devices vary by plan/area. Limitations and exclusions apply. Network size varies by 
market. © 2021 United HealthCare Services, Inc. All Rights Reserved. 
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s the Taliban closed in and ammunition 
A= low, Lucky Manan hiked up the 

mountain near his village in 
Afghanistan’s Orgun district, called his wife 
and then sent a message to a Navy veteran he 
knew in San Diego. 

“Tm not going to make it out.” Manan texted 
Shawn VanDiver. “Please grant me my last 
wish: My wife, my kids are in Kabul. Please get 
them out.” 

With that, Manan’s phone battery died. And 
VanDiver, who was at home when Manan’s 
messages flashed on his screen last August, 
was in tears. Manan had survived two IED 
attacks while working as an interpreter for the 
U.S. military, barely evaded Taliban capture 
after returning to his village to get married in 
2016, and worked for years to secure Special 
Immigrant Visas (SIVs) so he and his wife could 
escape to the United States and start over. 

“We didn’t know he would go back to 
Afghanistan to take care of his mother,” says 
VanDiver, who dropped out of the MBA 
program he was supposed to start that day and 
immediately began raising money and looking 
for options to get Manan’s wife and young 
children out of the war zone. “I spent the whole 
day crying.” 

Manan, meanwhile, was searching for his 
own means of escape. “Thousands of Taliban 
were going to come in,” he says. “All of my 
village - my family members - knew they were 
going to kill us.” 


Taliban target Manan learned to speak 
English at a private school in his village and in 
Pakistan, where his family spent five years after 
the Taliban rose to power in the late 1990s. He 
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Lucky Indeed 


After barely escaping Afghanistan a second time, 
a former interpreter fears the fate of thousands left behind. 


BY KEN OLSEN 


was recruited to work as an interpreter by a 
U.S. Army officer he met outside his brother’s 
tire shop in the early 2000s. Manan helped 
U.S. military units train Afghan border and 
security police, conduct missions and meet 
with tribal leaders during more than nine 
years of service - at great risk to himself and 
his family. 
His truck was blown up by an IED the first 
time he was part of a U.S. military convoy. 
A soldier was killed, but Manan suffered only 
minor back injuries. Another IED exploded 
while Manan was trying to warn Afghan 
border police they were going to be the target 
of a roadside bomb attack. After that second 
close call - which also killed a US. soldier - 
“one of the guys said, ‘You are lucky,” Manan 
says. “And everybody since called me Lucky.” 
The Taliban went on to kidnap one of his 
nephews - who was later released with the help 
of the U.S. military - and killed one of his 
uncles. “They were trying to take our whole 
family,” Manan says, “and kept looking for us.” 
His job ended after U.S. and coalition forces 
withdrew from the area in September 2013. He 
applied for an SIV, assuming the approval 
process would take two or three months. After 
five tense months of being unable to so much 
as leave his house, Manan managed to get to 
Dubai, where he waited and worked for 
another three years before receiving the visa 
the United States had promised him when 
he signed up to become an interpreter. 7 
That sort of years-long delay is typical. 
“These folks served alongside us and took 
up arms and protected us,” VanDiver 
says. “And we make them wait years so 
we can ‘vet’ them.” 


Me 


Photo by Schelly Stone 
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Before he left for San Diego in 2016, Manan 
quietly returned to his village to get married so 
his fiancée would qualify for a visa. Although he 
stayed hidden, the Taliban discovered he was 
back home and killed two of his friends on his 
wedding day - one of whom shared his name. 
“They asked him his name,” Manan says, “and 
shot him.” 


Quick trip Manan headed for the United States 
and spent another three years securing a visa for 
his wife, whom he had to leave behind. San 
Diego-area veterans helped Manan pay his rent, 
wade through government paperwork and finda 
job. He worked for a car dealership, then became 
a medical interpreter and took a second job at 
Amazon, all while he worried about his wife, 
who was forced to remain in hiding until she 
was able to join him in San Diego in 2019. Manan 
also enrolled in truck-driver training and earned 
his commercial driver’s license with plans to 
start his own company. His mother’s health 
problems put that on hold in May. 

Manan planned a quick trip. He’d introduce 
his 3-year-old and 4-month-old children to his 
family, take his mother to India for medical 
treatment that wasn’t available in Afghanistan 
and return to San Diego within a few weeks. But 
the Indian Embassy in Kabul had temporarily 
stopped issuing visas because of the COVID-19 
surge. As weeks turned into months, Manan lost 
his jobs and had to have a friend move the 
family’s belongings out of the San Diego 
apartment they could no longer afford. 
Meanwhile, the Taliban began its swift takeover 
of Afghanistan. 

Manan was at a hospital in Kabul with his 
mother and his wife in mid-August when his 
brother and niece called to tell him the Taliban 
was headed for the village where over a dozen of 
his family still lived. “My niece said, ‘Uncle, they 
are going to kill us.’ We got disconnected and I 
was not able to call them back,” Manan says. He 
jumped in a taxi and headed for the village, 
several hours away, without telling his wife or 
mother where he was going. 

Once there, Manan hired someone to take part 
of his family to Kabul, then joined the fight to 
save his village. By midnight, however, they were 
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out of ammunition, and Afghan Special Forces 
and Afghan Police who were helping defend the 
village told Manan they had decided to 
surrender. He hiked up the mountain to get 
better reception and called his wife. 

“She was crying,” he says. “She said, ‘You are 
going to get killed.” 


Kabul debacle Back in San Diego, VanDiver was 
making arrangements for Manan’s family to take 
the next available flight out of Kabul. By the next 
morning, however, the city had fallen to the 
Taliban, and commercial flights had ceased. 
Manan’s family and scores of other people who 
had booked flights out of Afghanistan were 
trapped, along with thousands of SIV applicants 
who were still waiting for the United States to 
process their paperwork. 

Within a few days of Manan’s last text, 
VanDiver and Navy Reserve helicopter pilot Jack 
McCain - son of the late senator and veteran 
John McCain - set up an operations center at 
VanDiver’s house and launched the 
#AfghanEvac coalition, focused on getting 
interpreters and thousands of others in peril out 
of Afghanistan. 

“A lot of things took shape because of Lucky,” 
VanDiver says. The effort soon included State 
Department staff, servicemembers, intelligence 
operatives, doctors, teachers and a cross-section 
of others who continue to help Afghans leave the 
country. 

By now, Manan’s family assumed he was dead. 
Instead, he had borrowed a fuel-delivery truck 
from one friend, old clothes from another, 
stashed his documents and dead cellphone ina 
pile of dirty rags, smeared oil and grease on 
himself, and left his village without telling 
anyone his plan. 

Because he’d obtained his commercial driver’s 
license before returning to Afghanistan, he was 
able to maneuver the truck along muddy back 
roads as he attempted a circuitous route back to 
the city. His disguise helped him get through 
Taliban roadblocks. 

“At the third Taliban checkpoint, they asked 
me for my documents,” Manan says. “I told 
them, ‘I don’t have any. I’m just a local.” Manan 
also smelled bad, he says. So they let him go. 


Taliban fighters at 
the last checkpoint 
were more 
suspicious. “They 
told me, ‘You are 
going the wrong way. 
You should know the 
way. Why aren’t you 
on the main road?” 
Because of the IEDs 
you planted there, 
Manan replied. 

The Taliban fighter 
conceded the point 
and gave Manan directions. He dropped the 
truck in a village not far from Kabul and took a 
taxi the rest of the way. A trip that should have 
taken four or five hours had taken more than 
two days. 


Final hurdles Manan texted VanDiver after 
recharging his phone his first night back in 
Kabul. At the latter’s instruction, he and his 
family went to Hamid Karzai International 
Airport at 4 the next morning, joining thousands 
of others who were trying to get through the 
gate. The chaos was overwhelming: the fighting, 
the Taliban searching and beating people, and 
almost constant gunfire. After 16 hours of trying 
to catch the attention of U.S. Marines guarding 
the gate while shielding his children from the 
violence, Manan and his family returned to their 
hotel, ready to give up. 

He made a last-ditch call to a high-ranking U.S. 
officer he’d served with as an interpreter. 
Around midnight, Manan and his family hailed a 
taxi and headed for an address the officer had 
given him. They had to talk their way through a 
Taliban checkpoint, then were questioned by 
Afghan military before U.S. soldiers escorted 
them to a rendezvous point and a helicopter 
flew them inside the airport perimeter. 

The next several days were arduous. Manan 
and his family stood in line at the airport in 
Kabul for 14 hours, then were packed into an 
airplane with 600 other people and flown to 
Qatar. There they waited another 18 hours ina 
hot hangar with nothing but MREs to eat. His 
children contracted diarrhea at their next stop 


Lucky Manan stocks the shelves of the halal store he 
recently opened in Texas. Photo by Schelly Stone 


- six days in 
Germany - before 
they flew on to 
Washington, D.C., 
and endured another 
15 hours at U.S. 
Customs and 
Immigration. By 
then, Manan had 
barely eaten or slept 
for two weeks. And 
the family’s luggage 
with all their clothes 
and valuables had 
been lost somewhere between Kabul and Qatar. 

VanDiver put Manan and his family upina 
hotel in Washington and bought them plane 
tickets to Texas, where they were going to live 
with Manan’s brother-in-law while they worked 
to get re-established. 

“Shawn went all the way for me,” Manan says. 


Bittersweet Manan soon left his family fora 
cross-country training trip with the truck- 
driving company where he was starting a new 
job. His absence was excruciating for his family. 
“My children think they are still in a war zone. 
They think there is still fighting going on,” 
Manan says. The children’s physician advised 
him to stay close to home, so he decided to open 
a halal food store in November, which also will 
help Afghan refugees living in the area. 

It’s agamble. Manan is struggling both to 
support his wife and children in Texas while 
providing financial help for family who are 
stranded in Afghanistan and unable to leave 
their hiding places even to buy food. 

“There are thousands of others worse off than 
me,” Manan says of his fellow interpreters who 
served with the U.S. military. “They cannot tell 
their story because their family is still there and 
the Taliban will look for them. They cannot even 
tell veterans because they are so afraid.” 

Nevertheless, he is hopeful. “I will get back on 
my feet,” Manan says. “And if I get a chance, 

I will go back to Afghanistan to help.” & 


Ken Olsen is a frequent contributor to The American 
Legion Magazine. 
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Lucky Manan ignited a movement. Two days after 
he asked for help getting his wife and young 
children out of Afghanistan, a Navy veteran anda 
Navy helicopter pilot launched the #AfghanEvac 
coalition - now more than 100 organizations 
strong - that has helped as many as 5,000 Afghans 


escape since Kabul fell to the Taliban in mid-August. 


The coalition is impressive both for the variety of 
people involved - veterans, servicemembers, 
diplomats, intelligence community professionals, 
doctors, teachers, congressional staff and others - 
as it is for the diversity of political views. 

“What's magical here is that the need was so 
great that no one bothered to learn what people 
thought or who they worshipped,” says Navy 
veteran Shawn VanDiver, who received Manan's 
urgent text message in mid-August. “This is really a 
remarkable, unprecedented effort. It's apolitical.” 

Take VanDiver and Jack McCain, who set up an 
operations center in VanDiver’s San Diego home 
two days after receiving Manan’'s message and 
started pulling every lever they could think of to 
help get interpreters, front-line civilians and other 
Afghans safely out of the country. 

“Jack and | couldn't be more different,” VanDiver 
says of the son of the late senator John McCain, 

a Navy reservist whose service included training 
Afghan helicopter pilots. “He’s an officer. | was 
enlisted. He’s Republican royalty. I'm a Democrat 
nobody. But there’s no daylight between us on this.” 

VanDiver, founder of the San Diego chapter of the 
Truman National Security Project, met Manan after 
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the former interpreter moved to Southern California 
in 2016. He and McCain recognized that the fall of 
Kabul cut off the last escape route not just for 
Manan’'s family, but also for interpreters still waiting 
for the U.S. government to process their Special 
Immigrant Visa (SIV) applications, and at-risk 
Afghans who had booked flights out of the country 
based on the expectation Americans would remain 
in control of the capital until Sept. 11. 

“There's a very real and clear and present danger 
for anybody who served alongside of us,” VanDiver 
says. “And we've got tons of them left there now 
because of our broken bureaucratic process.” 

VanDiver's Twitter message inbox is packed with 
Afghans asking for help. 

Getting people to safety has involved intelligence 
operatives, Afghans, Marines who guarded the 
gate at the Kabul airport and State Department 
workers, as well as the cooperation of the White 
House. “No one person can take credit,” VanDiver 
says. “Also, there’s not a single person who got out 
without some sort of government support.” 

He prefers to focus on the mission rather than 
second-guessing how we got here. “It’s not worth 
playing the ‘would've, should've, could've’ game,” 
he says. “When we try to assign blame, we lose 
sight of the goal.” 

Still, he’s concerned efforts will lose momentum. 
“My greatest fear is that the world is going to forget 
about this and all of the real people behind my 
Twitter messages will be stuck in Afghanistan 
remembering America didn’t keep its promises.” 
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the Mint with bag marks and sometimes toning. Prices and premiums are subject to change in response to market conditions, and availability is not guaranteed. Please read important customer disclosures 
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Afghanistan's Gri 


uring the Taliban’s first reign in 
[) sient (1996-2001), they forcibly 

confined women to their homes, banned 
music and sports, and imposed medieval 
punishments on any Afghan who didn’t hold with 
their rigid interpretation of Islamic law. These 
included amputations, castrations and public 
executions. They also turned the country into a 
cesspool for terrorists, enabling al-Qaida and 
other groups to operate there with impunity. 

That was Taliban 1.0. How Taliban 2.0 is ruling 
two decades later is eerily similar. 

As their forces surged across Afghanistan last 
summer, the Taliban vowed they would be more 
tolerant and inclusive than their previous 
incarnation. They promised amnesty for 
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adversaries and claimed they’d protect the rights 
of women. To try to win over the international 
community, they also asserted that Afghanistan 
would not become a sanctuary for terrorist 
groups to operate and plot global attacks. 

The reality looks very different. The Taliban 
ruling council is made up of veteran hardliners, 
with women entirely absent. It has muzzled 
independent media and outlawed civil 
disobedience unless sanctioned by the Ministry 
of Interior Affairs - to be run by Sirajuddin 
Haqqani, an internationally proscribed terrorist 
on the FBI’s most-wanted list. 

Haqqani is leader of the Haqqani Network, a 
designated foreign terrorist group responsible for 
the deaths of hundreds of U.S., Afghan and 


Taliban fighters secure the 

outer perimeter alongside the 
U.S.-controlled side of Hamid Karzai 
International Airport in Kabul, 
Afghanistan, Aug. 29, 2021. Getty 


Meet the new Taliban, 
same as the old Taliban. 


BY SAJJAN M. GOHEL 


m Future 


coalition servicemembers. He is now in charge of 
all internal security within Afghanistan and is the 
most powerful Taliban leader. 

The Taliban’s pretense of amnesty was actually 
a synonym for retribution, seen in the executions 
of former security personnel and government 
workers from the Ashraf Ghani administration. 
They have also tortured journalists and civil 
liberty activists. Meanwhile, uprisings in the 
Panjshir Valley were violently quelled, with gross 
human-rights abuses committed. 

The Taliban have systematically expunged 
women from public life by enforcing dress 
restrictions, effectively banned access to 
secondary and university education, and ordered 
women in the workplaces across Afghanistan to 


stay home. They have brutally suppressed 
women’s protests, prohibited female athletes 
from team competitions, and targeted women 
judges who jailed members of the Taliban and 
other convicted criminals. 

Doubling down, the Taliban terminated the 
Ministry of Women’s Affairs, which was tasked 
with protecting women’s rights. Perversely, they 
have repurposed it into the Ministry for the 
Promotion of Virtue and the Prevention of Vice, a 
recreation of the feared “moral police” that 
terrorized women during the Taliban’s previous 
rule. This entity has also ordered barber shops to 
shut down and is forcing men to grow beards, 
ostensibly to demonstrate their religious piety. 

The Taliban’s long-standing ties with al-Qaida 
endure and have been reinforced through 
ideology and family marriages. The terrorist 
group and its affiliates have praised the Taliban 
takeover and cited it as the exemplar for 
spreading its brand of jihad across the world. 

At the same time, the Taliban have not only 
failed to condemn al-Qaida, but have enabled the 
group’s quiet return to Afghanistan and flatly 
denied that al-Qaida plotted the 9/11 attacks. 

The concern is that the Taliban’s commitment 
to offering safe haven to terrorists will allow 
terrorist groups to reconstitute inside 
Afghanistan, where they might eventually be able 
to launch attacks in the United States and Europe. 

In addition, the ISIS affiliate in Afghanistan, 
Islamic State Khorasan Province (IS-KP), has 
carried out multiple attacks across the country. 
Civilians, especially women and the Hazara Shiite 
community, have been the primary targets. The 
perception is that the Taliban are enemies of 
IS-KP, but in fact they have done little to clamp 
down on IS-KP; some factions, such as the 
Haqqani Network, even cooperate for strategic 
purposes, sometimes to undermine rival Taliban 
factions. The Taliban share IS-KP’s misogyny and 
communalism and have forcibly evicted 
thousands of Hazara families from their homes. 

A major difference between the current Taliban 
and their predecessors is their expert use of 
media technology. The Taliban control 
Afghanistan’s state media, allowing them to 
amplify their agenda. On social media, they issue 
messages in Pashto, Dari, Arabic and English, to 
reach a wider audience. This communications 
25 
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strategy is designed to maintain control and 
demonstrate the Taliban’s authority to suppress 
any resistance. They can also declare new edicts 
and filter freedom of expression while attracting 
new adherents to their movement. 

Meanwhile, Afghanistan is facing significant 
humanitarian challenges as well as an economic 
crisis. Stopping women from working outside the 
home - ostensibly for their protection - is having 
a damaging effect, with many female-led 
households now unable to feed their families. 

Following the Taliban takeover, Western 
nations and international financial institutions 
imposed restrictions on Afghanistan. The result 
is a substantial rise in unemployment and a 
massive exodus of bureaucrats and skilled 
workers. With the Taliban showing little intention 
of changing their draconian policies and the 
brain drain of educated Afghans continuing, the 
situation is dire. 

Afghanistan is also suffering from climate 
change, with some areas experiencing the effects 
of global warming two times as fast as the global 
average. The country is enduring its second 
drought in three years, which will lead to 
the proliferation of heroin as well as 
methamphetamines extracted from the ephedra 
shrub. Like the poppy used to make heroin, 
ephedra is weather-resistant and easy to grow. 
The Taliban have vested interests in both. 

Having long cultivated the Taliban as a proxy to 
wield its influence over Afghanistan, Pakistan’s 
military and the government led by Prime 
Minister Imran Khan have sought to convince the 
world that these Taliban are a more reasonable 
iteration of the group that ruled Afghanistan 
previously. Pakistan has also anxiously tried to 
persuade engagement with the Taliban and 
unfreeze Afghanistan’s foreign exchange reserves 
to incentivize better behavior over time, as 
otherwise the Taliban may regress. 

China and Russia are keen to deepen their ties 
with the Taliban based on economic and security 
imperatives. However, they remain concerned 
about the Taliban’s strong connections to 
extremists, despite Pakistan’s assurances. 
Pakistan’s push to validate the Taliban’s seizure of 
Afghanistan is undermined by not only the 
Taliban’s own obstinacy and warped dogma but 
also Pakistan regularly shutting its borders, 
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turning away refugees and curtailing flights from 
Afghanistan. 

The Taliban’s egregious actions clearly 
contradict Pakistan’s claims of moderation and 
are tantamount to scare tactics and appeasement. 
They have violated pledges made upon their 
occupation of Afghanistan, including the 
formation of an inclusive government, amnesty 
for those who had worked in the Ghani 
administration or with U.S. forces, safeguarding 
women’s rights and preventing the use of Afghan 
territory by terrorist groups. 

The latter two had already been achieved in 
large part thanks to the resolve and sacrifices of 
U.S. troops and diplomats. Those hard-earned 
gains are being systematically dismantled by 
the Taliban. They promised security but have 
made the Afghan population insecure and will 
most likely continue to rule the only way they 
know how: repression, straight from their 
totalitarian playbook. 

Following the West’s departure from 
Afghanistan, several terrorist groups have 
extended their presence from Pakistan into 
Afghanistan. To monitor this, the United States 
needs to recalibrate its intelligence and military 
options. Otherwise, America’s ability to counter 
terrorist threats through over-the-horizon strikes 
or other means will be significantly impaired. 
History has a way of repeating itself. It’s 
important to remember that Afghanistan is 
where terrorists planned their attacks on U.S. 
embassies in Kenya and Tanzania in 1998, USS 
Cole in Yemen in 2000, and the 9/11 attacks in New 
York and Washington, D.C., in 2001. 

Since taking control of Afghanistan, the Taliban 
have showed themselves to be who they have 
always been: ideologically dogmatic, violently 
repressive, terrorist-supporting and relentlessly 
misogynistic. They have demonstrated they 
cannot be trusted. Afghans are having to live and 
cope with a dystopian future that will eventually 
have global consequences. &» 


Sajjan M. Gohel is international security director at the 
London-based think tank Asia-Pacific Foundation. He is 
also a visiting teacher at the London School of Economics 
& Political Science and chairman of NATO’s Defence 
Education Enhancement Programme (DEEP) Counter- 
Terrorism Advisory Group. 
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design and 1-touch joystick 
operation brings mobility 
and independence to those 
who need it most. 


If you have mobility issues, or know someone who 
does, then you’ve experienced the difficulties faced 
by millions of Americans. Simple tasks like getting 
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time-consuming and potentially dangerous ordeal. 
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are bulky and look like a medical device. Scooters 
are either unstable or hard to maneuver. Now, there’s 
a better alternative ... the Zoomer. 


My Zoomer is a delight to ride! It has increased 
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freedom of movement it gives me. 


Sincerely, A. Macon, Williamsburg, VA 


After just one trip around your home in the Zoomer, 
you'll marvel at how easy it is to navigate. It is designed 
to maneuver in tight spaces like doorways, between 
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and works great on any kind of floor or carpet. It’s not 
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your lifestyle? Call now and find out how you can have 
your very own Zoomer. 
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Who's who in Taliban leadership 


The Taliban are not monolithic. After capturing Kabul on Aug. 15, 2021, the Islamic fundamentalist 
group took three weeks to announce an interim government, exposing internal disagreements. 


Eventually, hardliners succeeded in taking key posts. 


Mohammad Hasan 
Akhund, acting prime 
minister Akhund is the 
Taliban head of state 
(Raees-e Jamhoor) and 
head of its powerful 
decision-making body, the 
Leadership Council (Rehbari 
Shura). He has been ona 
U.N. terrorism blacklist 
since 2003. 


Hibatullah Akhundzada, 
leader of the Islamic 
Emirate of Afghanistan 
The group’s supreme 
commander, Akhundzada 
has yet to be seen in public 
since the Taliban swept to 
power, as rumors persist 
about his health. He has the 
role of commander of the 
faithful (amir al-mu’minin). 
Akhundzada joined the Taliban in 1994 and was an 
original member. 


Abdul Ghani Baradar, 
acting deputy prime 
minister One of the 
Taliban's co-founders and 

a key figure in the Taliban's 
negotiations with the 
United States in Doha, 
Qatar, Baradar was seen by 
the international community 
as one of the group's more 
moderate faces. However, 
he ended up on the losing side of a violent struggle 
for power with the Haqqanis and has been unable 
to impose his influence. 
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Mohammad Yaqoob, 
acting defense minister As 
the eldest son of Taliban 
founder and former leader 
Mullah Omar, Yaqoob has a 
significant amount of 
respect among the Taliban's 
rank and file. 


Sirajuddin Haqqani, 
acting interior minister 
The leader of the Haqqani 
Network, Haqqani took 
over for his father, 
Jalaluddin Haqqani. As the 
proclaimed deputy leader 
of the Taliban, he oversaw 
armed combat against U.S. 
and coalition forces from 
bases in Pakistan. As 


interior minister, Haqqani is regarded as the most 
powerful figure in Afghanistan. 


Zabihullah Mujahid, acting 
information minister As 
the Taliban's main 
spokesman following the 
fall of Kabul, Mujahid has 
been the public face of the 
group. 


Amir Khan Muttaqi, acting 
foreign minister A member 
of the negotiation team in 
Qatar, Muttaqi has led the 
Taliban's diplomatic 
engagement with the West 
since its return to power. 
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ne hundred years to the minute after the 

Unknown Soldier arrived dockside at the 

Navy Yard in Washington, D.C., dignitaries 
gathered at the same location and paid tribute to 
that homecoming and all who have sacrificed in 
uniform for the United States. 

Buglers, including many from American Legion 
honor guards across the country, gathered 
previously at Arlington National Cemetery’s 
Tanner Amphitheater to sound taps in memory 
of all who have blown the 24 solemn notes at the 
Tomb of the Unknown Soldier over the past 
century. 

Visitors lined the cemetery walkway Nov. 9-10, 
where the public had the rare opportunity to 
place flowers at the crypts of the Unknowns. 

Meanwhile, communities nationwide and in 
France dedicated Never Forget gardens, displayed 


“There is no higher honor than to b 


a family closure. That's what taps is. That's the end 
of the ceremony. That's closure right there.” 


American Legion bugler Gino Horner of 


who traveled to Arlington National Cemetery to play taps during 


centennial commemorations around the Tomb of the 
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ial honors bestowed upon the Unknown Soldier. 


replicas of the Tomb and paid their own respects 
to the Unknown Soldier’s enduring meaning. 

In October, the Society of the Honor Guard, 
Tomb of the Unknown Soldier, which led 
centennial activities, had traced the sacred 
journey from Chalons-en-Champagne to the port 
at Le Havre, France, where the nameless hero 
began a tempestuous voyage, accompanied by a 
Marine honor guard, in 1921. Once back in the 
United States, the society coordinated panel 
discussions, lectures, ceremonies and 
commemorations to remind the world that those 
who were never identified after losing their lives in 
battle must never be forgotten. 


Visit legion.org/honor or tombguard.org for 


more on the centennial of the Tomb of the 
Unknown Soldier. 


e able to give 


Wasilla, Alaska, 


Unknown Soldier 


“| think everybody who has served this country 
knows there is a chance they might lose their lives, 
and not being remembered and not being known for 
what happened to them. This is a reminder that the 
country still knows, and the country still remembers.” 


American Legion National Vice Commander Cory Bates of 
\! Rhode Island, during the Nov. 9 ceremony to remember the 
Photo by Jeff StoWfer arrival of the Unknown Soldier at the Navy Yard 


“In Hamilton Fish’s memoirs, he talks about his 
role in founding The American Legion and how 
his membership influenced him and really made 
him feel obligated to put forth this legislation 

to create the Tomb .... in (Congressional hearings 
in 1921) there were members of The American 
Legion who testified to Congress in support of 
Fish’s measure, explaining why it was important 
to them to have the Tomb. So The American 
Legion was really a part of this from the start.” 


Arlington National Cemetery Senior Historian = 
Allison S. Finkelstein, in a lecture on the Tomb’s history 
during the week of commemorations 


Photo by Jeff Stoffer 


“We knew not who this is, but what we do know is that underneath that flag 
covering a casket that arrived here 100 years ago was a person who left their life 
in the United States to answer the call, deployed to France and paid the ultimate 
sacrifice for our freedom, leaving behind the life and loved ones they would never 
see again, and the future they would never have. We won't know every brave 
and courageous act of that person’s life. Those acts are known but to God.” 


Army Lt. Gen. Walter Piatt, during ceremonies Nov. 9 to commemorate the homecoming of the 
Unknown Soldier in 1921 


“| clutched my white roses one last time. | knelt to rest 
them on the cold ground. | spread them out and stood 
back up, let out a deep breath, lowered my head to 

m, my hands and counted 21 seconds. | turned to my 

— right and stepped away. As | did, | glanced back, 

reflecting on service, valor and sacrifice - 

a moment... that has everlasting meaning for all 

of us who have served and sacrificed, regardless 

of our military occupational specialty, branch of 
service, gender or name, known or not.” 

Ashley Gorbulja-Maldonado of American Legion 


b \ Post 180 in Vienna, Va., writing about the rare 
Photo.by Jeff Stoffer opportunity to place flowers at the Tomb 
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ike Haynie joined the faculty at Syracuse 

University in 2006 with no intention of 
involving himself in veterans advocacy or military 
research. “I just wanted to be a college professor,” 
says the PhD and former Air Force Academy 
management instructor, now a vice chancellor at 
the university where a $62.5 million National 
Veterans Resource Center has risen from a seed he 
planted on campus 15 years ago. 

The center, dedicated Nov. 3 after more than 
18 months of pandemic delay, is home to Syracuse- 
based programs that assist student veterans, 
ROTC cadets, active-duty military personnel in 
transition and their families - on campus, across 
the country and around the world. More than 
150,000 have received personal assistance, 
including troops at eight overseas duty stations, 
just as Syracuse has risen to national prominence 
as a leading research incubator on the post-9/11 
veteran experience. 

Soon after he arrived at Syracuse, Haynie saw a 
need to serve traumatically injured veterans of the 
global war on terrorism. “I figured, here | am a vet, 
and I'm an entrepreneurship professor,” he 
remembers. “Why not create a program to help 
veterans with disabilities become small business 
owners? When we launched it and saw how it 
impacted the lives of veterans, we decided, ‘We 
can do more of this.’” 
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Rise of the 
National 
Veterans 
Resource 
Center 


Syracuse University’s 
15-year journey to 
leadership in veteran- 
support services, 
programs and research. 


A program specifically for women veterans 
followed, and the Institute for Veterans and 
Military Families (IVMF) was born in 2011, growing 
from a handful of employees then to more than 
100 today. The IVMF received The American 
Legion's prestigious Patriot Award in 2020. 

The 115,000-square-foot building named for 
major benefactors Daniel (an alum and Navy 
veteran) and Gayle D’Aniello “is, | would suggest, 
the most accessible building Syracuse University 
has ever built,” Haynie says. “It might be one of the 
most accessible buildings in the state. The entire 
building is navigable by a ramp system and 
elevators ... Even the (750-seat) auditorium is 
entirely accessible by wheelchair. So it's 
remarkable from an accessibility perspective.” 

The university's military heritage is displayed 
everywhere, specifically to share with those who 
are not military-connected “to create the 
opportunity to know a little bit about what the 
military service experience is; more importantly, to 
know and understand those who have served ... 
There is nothing like this facility in all of higher ed.” 

Legionnaires Lawrence L. Behling and James R. 
Bass, both of whom served in Vietnam and came 
home to a very different reception, helped 
dedicate the center. In their day, Behling says, 
“there was no support mechanism like this.” 

- Jeff Stoffer 
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ration. 24 1066-1072 


The NATROX® System is a low dose tissue oxygenation therapy intended to provide topical oxygen to aid healing in 
chronic wounds. This therapy can only be prescribed by a doctor and needs to be managed under the supervision 
of a health care professional. Prior to using NATROX® Oxygen Wound Therapy you should be aware of all the 
contraindications, precautions and warnings around the device. Not everyone who receives this treatment will 
experience the same or similar results; results may vary depending on a number of factors, including the specific 
circumstances and underlying conditions. 
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AMERICAN LEGION POSTS 
HELP FILL THE TRAIN TO 
300 FULLY STOCKED CARS 
BEFORE IT SHIPS OUT TO 
FRANCE ON DEC. 18. 
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A GRATEFLIL FRANCE WANTS TO PAY AMERICA BACK. | Powe 


IN THE SAME MANNER AS YOU AIDED US," 
FRENCH VETERAN AND RAILROAD WORKER 
ANDRE PICARD EXPLAINS. “WE DID WISH 
TO SEND YOU REMEMBRANCES WHICH 
WOULD LAST FOREVER." 
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IN 1949, THE FRENCH MERCI TRAIN ARRIVES IN AMERICA 
AND CROSSES THE COLINTRY, LEAVING CHINA, DOLLS, ART, 
OF THANKS. f= 
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| IN LE HAVRE, FRANCE, AFTER THE CITY WAS DESTROYED IN 
THE WAR. IT IS DELIVERED TO AMERICAN LEGION NATIONAL 


INCLUDING MANY AMERICAN LEGION POSTS. 
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Don’t stop now. Start getting the 
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$9.572 trillion 


Total global public-health expenditures 


$6.485 trillion 


Total global public-education expenditures 


$2.872 trillion 


Total military expenditures 


Source: Worldometer 


Pentagon hardens 


China's frigate Huangshan is seen anchored off RSS 


Singapura - Changi Naval Base in Singapore. AP S U p p ly C h ad Nn S 


Spurred by vulnerabilities exposed by the 


Ch I nd eyes ba ses on COVID-19 pandemic, DoD has established a 
supply chain resiliency working group to reduce 


Africa's Atla ntic cod st reliance on adversaries such as China and 


Gen. Stephen Townsend, commander of Russia, UPI reports. 

AFRICOM, reports that China wants to establish a We are working to solve a problem that 
large naval port capable of hosting submarines or took 50 years to evolve,” Gregory Kausner, 
aircraft carriers on Africa’s western coast, The undersecretary of defense for acquisition and 
Associated Press reports. sustainment, said in a statement. 

“China has approached countries stretching from Last spring, the Pentagon said it expected a 
Mauritania to south of Namibia, intent on three-month slowdown in the procurement of 
establishing a naval facility,” AP adds. If successful, equipment, particularly in the areas of aviation, 
Beijing will be positioned to base warships in the shipbuilding and small space launches. 


Atlantic, along with existing bases in the Pacific Sededesuasiceadeseappstadees desis tesesssnvesuneussnssssiseebagescutaseaiesssenntessnsaseanesesssaccasisbsavereess 


and a nascent facility on the eastern coast of Bog US ba | | 


Africa, in Djibouti. 


“They're looking for a place where they can A Waterboro, Maine, man, who was arrested 
rearm and repair warships,” Townsend said. “That for theft used cash to post his $200 bail. But as 
becomes militarily useful in conflict. They're a long AP reports, that caused him even more legal 
way toward establishing that in Djibouti. Now troubles - because he tried to use counterfeit 
they're casting their gaze to the Atlantic coast and bills to make bail. The man was promptly 
wanting to get such a base there. ... The Atlantic denied bail and thrown back in jail, with a new 
coast concerns me greatly.” charge of forgery to go along with stealing. 


The global jihadist movement 


Location Strength 
Al-Qaida in the Arab Peninsula = Yemen Low thousands 
Al-Qaida in the Indian Afghanistan/Pakistan Several thousand 
Subcontinent 
Islamic State lIraq/Syria 11,000 to 18,000 
Islamic State Khorasan Afghanistan 1,000 to 2,500 
Islamic State Sinai Province Egypt 800 to 1,200 
Islamic State East Asia Indonesia unknown 
Islamic State Greater Sahara Mali/Niger unknown 
Islamic State West Africa Nigeria 3,500 Source: AEI 
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Britain to join free-trade pact? 


Britain is exploring the prospect of joining the existing free-trade agreement between the United 
States, Mexico and Canada, Bloomberg reports. The North American free-trade pact is known by the 
acronym USMCA, which replaced NAFTA in 2020. U.S. and Mexican officials note that “while it’s 
theoretically possible for the United Kingdom to join the USMCA, that would require consensus among 
the United States, Mexico and Canada,” according to Bloomberg. 

“This must be taken up with all actors,” Mexican President Andrés Manuel Lopez 
Obrador said. "We cannot anticipate.” 

Another tricky issue is USMCA's requirement that Britain accept 
liberalization for all goods that trade among the North American 
partners tariff-free. This could be especially nettlesome with regard 
to Britain’s agriculture sector. 


NATO fields formidable F-35 force 


The United States and its NATO allies could have as many 
as 450 F-35 stealth fighter-bombers stationed in Europe by 
2030, Military.com reports. 

“That's a tremendous capability,” says Air Force Gen. Tod 
Wolters, who serves as NATO's supreme allied commander. “If 
| were a potential foe against NATO or Europe, | wouldn't like to 
hear that.” 

More than 600 F-35s are operating across some 30 countries 
globally, according to data from Lockheed Martin. 
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Birthplace of Legion Baseball eyes new complex 


Birch-Miller 
American Legion yf 
Post 9 in Milbank, 
S.D., is proud to 
call its community 
the “birthplace of 
American Legion 
Baseball.” It was at 
the South Dakota 
department 
convention there 
in 1925 when 
former U.S. Army 
Mgj. John L. 
Griffith - then 
commissioner of 
what would become the Big 10 Conference - 
recommended that The American Legion establish a 
prominent youth athletics program that would 
promote teamwork, discipline and good citizenship. 
Four months later, American Legion Baseball became 
a national program. 

Today, some 80 years after Legion Field in Milbank 
had its first game, the old ballpark is home to a new 
elementary school. A 2018 vote to build the school on 
that site meant American Legion Baseball would 
need a new place to play. 

After the school district obtained rights to the 
property, the City of Milbank “quickly converted a 
practice field into a playable field for our local 
baseball team,” explains Post 9 member Tim Jurgens, 
a past Department of South Dakota commander. 
"While that field was a very nice field, there are 
several limitations concerning size, parking and 
general layout.” 

Out of that situation sprang the Milbank Ball 
Diamond Association, a citizen task force of which 
Jurgens and Post 9 member Ron Krause are 
representatives. The association's vision is to 
maximize Milbank's place in sports history with a 


“The Chinese leadership has made it clear 
ina variety of ways that they are developing 
the military capabilities to severely damage 
the U.S. Navy if it came to a military conflict.” 
Lyle Goldstein, founding director of the China Maritime 


Studies Institute at the Naval War College in Rhode Island, 
on satellite imagery showing a target built in the shape of 


a U.S. aircraft carrier in China’s Taklamakan Desert 
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Rendering of the final phase of the Milbank Legion Baseball complex 


Photo courtesy Milbank Ball Diamond Association 


new complex that 
would include a 
primary park, a 
secondary 
competition field, 
a youth field, a 
multipurpose field 
and a T-ball 
diamond. Also 
planned area 
Champions Plaza 
to honor past 
American Legion 
Baseball World 
Series champions 
and an American 
Legion Baseball Hall of Fame museum. 

“We hope to be playing on the new field by '23,” 
Jurgens says. And by 2025, the 100th anniversary of 
American Legion Baseball, all the features of the new 
complex should be completed, he added. He said the 
new facility would be expected to attract youth, high 
school, college and American Legion sports teams 
from throughout the region. 

Milbank, which purchased the 27-acre site, has 
budgeted $1.2 million to begin building the initial 
field in 2022. Other planned features, including the 
museum, are expected to exceed $7 million, and the 
Milbank Ball Diamond Association is on the 
fundraising trail to “make the entire facility a tribute 
to the birthplace of American Legion Baseball and 
the young men it has had an impact on.” 

To learn more about donation opportunities - 
from memorial inscriptions to engraved granite 
pavers to grandstand sponsorships - go to 
birthplaceoflegionbaseball.com. 

Milbank Post 9 and the origins of American Legion 
Baseball are featured in Episode 5 of the Legion's 
centennial documentary series, “To Strengthen a 
Nation,” online at legion.org/legiontv. 


ay Mass Communication 
Ridge Leoni 
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VETERANS & EDUCATION 
BY VALERIE HEFFNER 


Chapter 33 
partial benefits 


Q: | received a certificate of 
eligibility from VA stating that 
lam eligible for 70% of Post- 
9/11 GI Bill Chapter 33 benefits. 
I'd like to enroll in an HVAC 
repair trade school and use my 
benefits. Since | am entitled to 
70% of Chapter 33, does that 
mean VA will cover my tuition 
and fees and give me 70% of 
my monthly housing 
allowance? 


As: That number means VA will 
pay 70% of either the cost of 
tuition and fees, or of the 2022 
yearly cap of $26,042.81, since it 
is a non-college-degree 
granting school. The monthly 
housing allowance will be 
based on 70% of the hours you 
spent training and the school’s 
location. Books will be paid at a 
portion of the books-and- 
supplies stipend amount. Since 
VA will not cover the full amount 
of tuition and fees, the school 
may provide you with a written 
personal summary of the total 
cost of your education program 
and other options to cover the 
remaining debt. 


Valerie Heffner is a Marine 
Corps veteran and member of 
American Legion Post 27 in 
Apache Junction, Ariz. 
askvalerie@legion.org 


80,000 


Minimum number 
of blood units 
donated through 
local American 
Legion programs 
each year, making it one 

of the largest organizational 
contributors in the nation 


ADVERTISEMENT 


5th Generation Nitric Oxide Breakthrough 
Proven in Clinical Trials to Restore 
Maximum Blood Flow in 5 Minutes 


A newly improved version of America’s best-selling male supplement 
gives 60-year-old men the results they enjoyed in their 30’s. 


America’s best-selling 
male performance enhancer 
just got a lot better. 


It’s the latest breakthrough 
for nitric oxide - the molecule 
that makes pleasure possible 
by increasing blood flow 
right throughout your body. 


Nitric oxide won the 
Nobel Prize in 1998. It’s 
why “the little blue pill” 
works. Thousands of studies 
confirm NO is the key to 
performance. 


And this new discovery in- 
creases nitric oxide availabil- 
ity resulting in even quicker, 
stronger and _ longer-lasting 
pleasure. 


One double-blind, 
placebo-controlled study (the 
“sold-standard” of research) 
involved a group of 60-year- 
old-men. 


They didn’t exercise. 
They didn’t eat healthy. And 
researchers reported their 
“nitric oxide availability was 
almost totally compromised,” 
resulting in HALF the blood 
flow of a man in his peak. 


But only five minutes after 
the first dose their blood 
flow increased dramatically, 
almost back to levels of a 
perfectly healthy 31-year- 
old man! “It’s amazing,” 
remarks nitric oxide expert 
Dr. Al Sears. “That’s like 
giving 60-year-old men the 
power of 30-year-olds.” 


WHY SO MUCH 5th 
GENERATION NITRIC 
OXIDE FORMULA FLYING 
OFF SHELVES 


Upon further research, 
America’s No. 1 men’s 
health expert Dr. Al Sears 
discovered certain nutrients 
fix this “glitch” resulting 
in significantly _ better 
improvement in blood flow. 

He’s combined those 
nutrients with proven nitric 
oxide boosters in a new 
formula called Primal Max 
Red. In clinical trials, 5,000 
mg is required for satisfying 
performance. Primal Max 
Red contains a bigger, 9,000 
mg per serving dose. It’s 
become so popular, he’s 
having trouble keeping it in 


stock. 


Dr. Sears is the author 
of more than 500 scientific 
papers. Thousands of people 
listened to him speak at the 
recent Palm Beach Health & 
Wellness Festival featuring 
Dr. Oz. NFL Hall of Fame 
quarterback Joe Namath 
visited his clinic, the Sears 
Institute for Anti-Aging 
Medicine. 

Primal Max Red has only 
been available for a few 
months — but everyone 
who takes it reports a big 
difference. “I have the energy 
to perform three times in one 
day, WOW! That has not 
happened in years. Oh, by the 
way Iam 62,” says Jonathan 
K. from Birmingham, AL. 


HOW IT WORKS 


Loss of staying power 
starts with your blood vessels. 
Specifically, the inside layer 
called the endothelium 
where nitric oxide is made. 


The problem is various 
factors thicken your blood 
vessels as you age. This 
blocks availability causing 
the nitric oxide “glitch.” The 
result is difficulty in getting 
and sustaining healthy blood 
flow. 


How bad is the problem? 


Researcher shows the 
typical 40-year-old man 
absorbs 50% less nitric oxide. 
At 50, that drops to 25%. 
And once you pass 60 just a 
measly 15% gets through. 


To make matters worse, 
nitric oxide levels _ start 
declining in your 30s. And by 
70, nitric oxide production is 
down an alarming 75%. 

Primal Max Red is the 
first formula to tackle both 
problems. Combining 
powerful nitric oxide boosters 
and a proven delivery 
mechanism that defeats the 
nitric oxide “glitch” resulting 
in significantly better blood 
flow. There’s not enough 
space here to fully explain 
how it works, so Dr. Sears 
will send anyone who 
orders Primal Max Red a free 
special report that explains 
everything. 


MORE CLINICAL RESULTS 


In a Journal of Applied 
Physiology study, one resulted 
in 6 times MORE nitric oxide. 
And these increased levels 
lasted up to 12 hours. 


“T measured my nitric 
oxide levels, you can buy 
a test kit from Amazon,” 
reports 48-year-old Jeff O. 
“Monday night I showed 
depleted.” 


Then he used ingredients 
in Primal Max Red and, “The 
results were off the charts. 
I first woke around 3 a.m. 
on Tuesday ready to go. My 
nitric oxide levels measured 
at the top end of the range.” 


HOW TO GET 
PRIMAL MAX 


To secure free bottles 
of Primal Max _ Black 
and get the hot, new 
Primal Max Red formula, 
buyers should contact the 
Sears Health Hotline at 
1-800-908-1498 within 
the next 48 hours. “It’s not 
available in drug stores yet,” 
says Dr. Sears. “The Hotline 
allows us to ship directly to 
the customer.” 


Dr. Sears feels so strongly 
about Primal Max, all orders 
are backed by a 100% 
money-back guarantee. “Just 
send me back the bottle and 
any unused product within 
90 days from purchase date, 
and I'll send you all your 
money back,” he says. 


The Hotline will be open 
for the next 48 hours. After 
that, the phone number 
will be shut down to 
allow them to restock. Call 
1-800-908-1498 to secure 
your limited supply of Primal 
Max Red and free bottles of 
Primal Max Black. You don’t 
need a prescription, and 
those who call in the first 24 
hours qualify for a significant 
discount. Use Promo Code 
AMLPMX1221 when you 
call in. Lines are frequently 
busy, but all calls will be 
answered. 


THESE STATEMENTS HAVE NOT BEEN EVALUATED BY THE FOOD AND DRUG ADMINISTRATION. THIS PRODUCT IS 
NOT INTENDED TO DIAGNOSE, TREAT, CURE OR PREVENT ANY DISEASE. RESULTS MAY VARY IF YOU HAVE A MEDICAL 
CONDITION OR ARE TAKING ANY DRUGS, CONSULT YOUR DOCTOR BEFORE USE. ALL STUDIES PERFORMED WERE 
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& FOCUS ON FINANCES vy J... MONTANARO 


Financial checkup for the new year 


The pandemic has been going on so long that, in 
many ways, our new normal doesn't much 
resemble the old. With all that change, where do 
your finances stand? A lot of us have been grinding 
it out the past couple of years, and it's easy to lose 
sight of the bigger picture. 

As we head into 2022, here are seven questions 
worth addressing: 


Has your insurance been affected? A job loss, 
career change or new employer benefit package 
may have altered different types of insurance. The 
financial challenges of the pandemic might have 
caused you to adjust your coverages, too. Now is a 
good time to take a top-to-bottom look at what 
you have and address gaps or shortfalls. 


How has your spending plan held up? There's a 
lot about the pandemic we're eager to put in our 
rearview mirrors. However, specific to spending 
and spending plans there have been stimulus 
checks, advance child tax credits and proactive 
moves with our finances we can build on. Evaluate 
your budget, toss the bad, embrace the good and 
move forward. 


Does your estate planning need a refresh? The 
grim nature of the pandemic has caused many 
families to evaluate their plans and preparations 
for the inevitable. Wills, trusts, powers of attorney 
and beneficiary designations may be part of what 
you've reconsidered, or should. 


How's your credit? Regularly reviewing your credit 
report for inaccuracies should be part of your 
financial routine. With as much fraud as has 
occurred during the pandemic, it’s become even 
more important. 


Is your cash reserve in need of a recharge? No 
doubt many Americans have experienced financial 
shocks that could deplete even the most robust 
emergency fund. Where do you stand relative to 
maintaining the equivalent of three to six months 
of regular expenses? Now could be a great time to 
rebuild. 


Were your retirement plans affected? 
Throughout the pandemic, | have met plenty of 
folks who shifted to defense, reducing what they 
were saving for retirement. Millions also took 
advantage of special rules to access their 
retirement accounts. Reassess where you stand 
relative to retirement plan contributions, savings 
glide path, portfolio rebalancing and the like. With 
all the talk of changes to the tax code, you might 
want to evaluate your retirement savings through 
that lens. 


Have your goals changed? It’s a new year, so this 
is a great time to invent a new you. 


J.J. Montanaro is a certified financial planner with 
USAA, The American Legion’s preferred provider of 
financial services. legion.org/usaa 


“We've seen a lot of changes in financial behavior from the pandemic. 
We've seen actually a big increase in people desiring to save more 
money. Emergencies are on the brain.” 


77% 


Americans 

who agree that 

military families 

experience more 
financial stress than the 
average family 


ie) 
76% 
Americans who think the military doesn’t 


do enough to teach financial literacy 
Source: WalletHub 
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Mariel Beasley, principal of the Common Cents Lab at Duke University, talking to Yahoo 
Finance Live about how COVID-19 may be permanently altering Americans’ attitudes 
toward money. The research lab found that people were 15 times more likely to 
build their emergency funds and save more as a result of the pandemic. 
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ADULT DIAPERS TO CONTROL 


URINARY INCONTINENCE, YOU 
ARE NOT ALONE 


Did you know that 18% or almost 
twice as many men with military 


ewe / 
service experience urinary ; WY aie ~y 
incontinence? 4 (VARY 
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urinary incontinence solutions “a a 
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for daily leaks or as a result of an 
injury while serving our country, 
Men's Liberty™ can help you get out of uff xh 
absorbent products, condom catheters or 
pads and start living your life without letting 
incontinence get in your way. 


MEN’S LIBERTY IS 
COVERED BY MEDICARE! 


| can keep doing what | want to do, without having to worry about running to 
the bathroom or changing my clothes. It’s aGodsend. | —Johnin Michigan 


Confidence. Regain your freedom & mobility. 
Men's Liberty is a life-changing solution. One unit keeps you dry for up to 
24 hours. This patented and proprietary external collection device for men 
ends dependency on adult absorbent briefs, pads and condom catheters — 
making embarrassing accidents a thing of the past! 
Dependable - more than 5 million have been used. 
Until Men's Liberty, men with urinary incontinence faced only uncomfortable 
choices. Men’s Liberty will keep you dry and comfortable both day and night. 
Comfortable - discreet, non-invasive. 


Men's Liberty is external and non-invasive. The proprietary design fits most 
anatomy and flexes as you move. One unit will keep you dry day and night. 


Affordable - available to most for little to no out-of-pocket cost.** 


Adult diapers can cost up to $200 a month when used regularly. Men's 
Liberty is covered by Medicare, VA/TriCare and over 3,000 insurance plans. We 
handle all paperwork, claims and billing your insurance or Medicare provider. 
If you're ready to save thousands of dollars a year, get your insurance card 
and give us a call today. 


Call Today and Receive a 
with your First Order! 


1-833-501-7581 
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www.MensLiberty.com/Magazine MADE IN USA 


*Free weeks supply is shipped after your first full order and requires a doctor's authorization and qualification. **Patient is 
responsible for payments not made by Medicare or Insurance including co-pays and deductibles. Some restrictions and 
conditions apply. 
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QTY 


56-Coin Collector's Set (imit 3) | $29.95 | 
Custom Display Folder $3.95 | 


Personalize my folder for $1.97 each (Reg. $3-95)* 


Uncirculated Lincoln “Shield” Cent 


Common Obverse 


Actual Size 


Shipping 


Order Deadline: 12:00 
Midnight, January 31, 2022 toms 


Now! Complete National Park 
Quarter Set Only $29.95! 


Don’t miss out! The final coin has been released and quantities 
are limited for these Uncirculated Complete 56-Coin sets! ‘The first 
coin in this set was issued in 2010. 


Write your personalization here, limited to 30 characters including spaces 


So0000000000000 


ACTUAL LETTERING WILL APPEAR ON ONE LINE. Folder sold separately. 


es You'll also receive a handpicked trial 
eee Slep ping! selection of fascinating a from our 
= FREE Gift: ; No-Obligation Coins-On-Approval 
Nye Lincoln Service, from which you may purchase any 
: ent or none of the coins — return balance within 
15 days — with option to cancel at any time. 


CO Check payable to Littleton Coin Co. 
Charge my: 01 VISA DO MasterCard 
CO American Express 1 Discover 


Card #: Exp. Date [1 ]/ TT 
ERRSRSER SERRE 


Mail Coupon Now! For Faster Service 
Visit: LittletonCoin.com/Specials 


Littleton _ 
Coin Company® Address Apt 
Serving Collectors Since 1945 
City State Zip 
Now - Personalize Your Folder! 
e Add aname or special message to your folder E-Mail 


{2 


e Embossed in gold-colored foil to match the title 


e SAVE 50% — personalize for just $1.95 (reg. $3.95)! Mail to: \ | y 


| 


Littleton Coin Co. 
1309 Mt. Eustis Rd 
Littleton NH 03561-3737 


Mie iS USA 


©2021 LCC, Inc. 


ALABAMA 
Tina M. Bush 


SS 
DISTRICT OF 
COLUMBIA 
Herman T. 
Preston Jr. 


lIOWA 
Robert V. 
Waugh 


MICHIGAN 
Richard T. 
Dubay 


NEW JERSEY 
Daniel Dunn 


PENNSYLVANIA 
Michael D. 
Murphy 


| 
UTAH VERMONT VIRGINIA WASHINGTON 
Gary L. Catherine Franklin L. Richard A. 
McKay M. Tester Hillyard Sucee 
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ALASKA 


ARIZONA 
Michael E. Benjamin E. 
Downs Headen 


FRANCE 


FLORIDA 
Jerry J. Santos 
Brandt Alvarado 


y 
j 


KANSAS 


KENTUCKY 
Marril. John W. 
Krupco Costigan 


MISSISSIPPI 


MINNESOTA 
Thomas A. Jerry D. 
Fernlund Allhands 


NEW MEXICO NEW YORK 


Robert B. Francis A. 
Rodriguez LaMarsh 


PHILIPPINES PUERTO RICO 
Mark E. Antonio 
Frease Arroyo 


ARKANSAS 
Kevin W. 
Caldwell 


GEORGIA 
Robert M. 
Shreve 


Richard 
S. Bell Sr. 


MISSOURI 
Gary L. 
Grigsby 


NORTH 
CAROLINA 
James R. 
Quinlan 


RHODE 
ISLAND 
David G. 
Singleton 


— 
COLORADO 


CALIFORNIA 
Autrey B. Chip Kossow 
James 


HAWAII IDAHO 


James K. Jinny L. Cash 
Hussey Jr. 


MAINE MARYLAND 


Debra C. William L. 
Couture Trotter 


WN 
MONTANA NEBRASKA 
Glen A. Daniel Benes 
Sharbono 


NORTH OHIO 
DAKOTA Jean L. 
Steven D. Wilson 
Anderson 

or” 


SOUTH SOUTH 


CAROLINA DAKOTA 
Ronald Gary L. 
E. Price Wolkow 


WEST VIRGINIA WISCONSIN 
William D. Gregory P. 
Haught Eirich 


CONNECTICUT 
Jeffrey A. 
DeClerck 


ILLINOIS 
Wayne L. 
Fischer 


MASSACHUSETTS 
Anthony Dias 


NEVADA 
Richard L. 
Eberly 


OKLAHOMA 
Charles S. 
O’Leary 


TENNESSEE 
Larry V. 
Kersey 


WYOMING 
Jerry Clark 


‘4 2 
a 
Oe 


DELAWARE 


Barry L. 
Savers 


INDIANA 
Mark A. 
Gullion 


MEXICO 
Milo 
Vukovich 


NEW 
HAMPSHIRE 
William R. 
Roy 


OREGON 
Don Weber 


a AMERICA’S 


rea #1STAIRLIFT BRAND | (4) = 
~~ 


STAIRLIFTS 


AN ACORN STAIRLIFT IS THE CALL TO SAVE! 


PERFECT SOLUTION FOR: 
SAVE 


v Arthritis/COPD sufferers 
th moi 250.00* fae = 
Vv Those with mobility issues a 4 me aminee See 


v Anyone who hurts using the stairs 


9K Trustpilot DON'T WAIT, CALL TODAY! 
au now 1-866-695-5426 


*Not valid on previous purchases. Not valid with any other offers or discounts. Not valid on refurbished models. Only valid 
towards purchase of a NEW Acorn Stairlift directly from the manufacturer. $250 discount will be applied to new orders. 
Please mention this ad when calling. AZ ROC 278722, CA 942619, MN LC670698, OK 50110, OR CCB 198506, RI 88, K — 
WA ACORNSI8940B, WV WV049654, MA HIC169936, NJ 13VHO7752300, PA PA101967, CT ELV 0425003-R5, AK mS. _—— 
134057, HIC.0656293. f oi 


FREEDOM. TO BE YOU. 


If you think oxygen therapy means slowing down, 
it’s time for a welcome breath of fresh air. 


Introducing the Inogen One family of portable oxygen systems. 

With no need for bulky tanks, each concentrator is designed to keep 
you active via Inogen’s Intelligent Delivery Technology.® Hours of quiet 
and consistent oxygen flow on a long-lasting battery charge enabling 
freedom of movement, whether at home or on the road. Every Inogen 
One meets FAA requirements for travel ensuring the freedom to be you. 


* No heavy oxygen tanks * Safe for car and air travel 
¢ Ultra quiet operation ¢ Full range of options and accessories 
- Lightweight and easy touse_ « Clinically validated for 24/7 use 


Call 1-866-430-7574 or visit 


Se 
inogen.com forafree _ no g en 


_— consultation and info guide. 


MKT-P0246 


COMRADES 


How to submit a reunion 

The American Legion Magazine publishes 
reunion notices for veterans. Send notices 
to The American Legion Magazine, Attn: 
Reunions, P.O. Box 1055, Indianapolis, IN 
46206, e-mail reunions@legion.org or submit 
information online at legion.org/reunions. 

Include the branch of service and complete 
name of the group, no abbreviations, with your 
request. The listing also should include the 
reunion dates and city, along with a contact 
name, telephone number and e-mail address. 
Listings are free. 

Notices will remain online until the final day 
of the reunion. Upon submission, allow three 
months for your reunion to be published in 
print. Due to the large number of reunions, 
The American Legion Magazine will publisha 
group's listing twice a year. 


ARMY 


4th Inf Div (55th Anniv of Battle of Suoi Tre, 
Vietnam, Mar 1967), Colorado Springs, CO, 3/17- 
22, Bill King, (719) 494-3590, billkingsouitre@ 
aol.com; 34th Eng Bn (Vietnam), Branson, MO, 
8/24-28, Edward VonStrohe, (513) 478-2749, 
evonstrohe@fuse.net 


JOINT 


Vietnam Dog Handlers Assn, San Antonio, 4/18- 
20, Ernest Ayala, (626) 862-2667, vdha.us 


MARINES 


Kilo 3/7 (Vietnam), All Eras Welcome, Myrtle 
Beach, SC, 9/29-10/3, Bill Gerke, (631) 433-8575, 
msggerke@aol.com; The Basic School (TBS) - 
BC 4-67, 5-67, San Antonio, 4/19-22, Ken Pouch, 
(860) 881-6819, kpouchS5@gmail.com 


NAVY 


Cogswell DD 651, Orlando, FL, 6/14-16, 

George Overman, (760) 889-2216, secretary@ 
usscogswell.com; Kitty Hawk CV/CVA 63 - 
Ship's Co, Sqdns, Mar Dets (All Eras), San Diego, 
6/6-9, James Melka, (319) 332-1632, jfmelka@ 
netins.net; Manitowoc LST 1180, Rapid City, SD, 
9/10-16, Ken Bohanon, (763) 244-0051, 
uss.manitowoc@gmail.com; Peoria LST 1183, 
Lemon Grove, CA, 6/17-18, Steve Hamilton, (619) 
208-4052, stevehamilton545@hotmail.com; 
Rich DD/DDE 820, Covington, KY, 4/25-29, Fred 
Barnard, shipsoffice@ussrich.org; Truckee AO 
147, Buffalo, NY, 9/13-18, Mike Landers, (770) 


LEGION SHOPPER 


Other notices 

“In Search Of" is a means of getting in touch 
with people from your unit to plan a reunion. 

We do not publish listings that seek people for 
interviews, research purposes, military photos 
or help in filing a VA claim. Listings must include 
the name of the unit from which you seek people, 
the time period and the location, as well as a 
contact name, phone number and e-mail address. 
Send notices to The American Legion Magazine, 
Attn: “In Search Of,” P.O. Box 1055, Indianapolis, 
IN 46206 or e-mail reunions@legion.org. 

The magazine will not publish names of 
individuals, only the name of the unit. Listings 
are free. 

Life Membership notices are published for 
Legionnaires who have been awarded life 
memberships by their posts. This does not 
include a member's own Paid-Up-For-Life 
membership. 


926-6965, mlanders52@yahoo.com; VP-44, 
Dayton, OH, 5/2-4, Gene Toffolo, (229) 559-7959, 
vp44paxmd@aol.com; Wilhoite DE/DER 397, 
Branson, MO, 9/21-24, Elizabeth Rider, (479) 
280-2776, sailingaway1987@gmail.com 


LIFE MEMBERSHIP 


Post 90, GA: Marvin Grimm 

Post 208, MI: Karen M. Shipley, Ronald L. 
Weersing 

Post 468, OH: Frank “Joe” Navarre Jr. 


IN SEARCH OF 


1st Air Commando (England AFB, LA, 1965), 
Harry Oxford, (845) 876-2595, h2071@aol.com 

1st Cav 227th AHB B Co LZ Dog (Vietnam, 1966- 
1967), S. Petak, (774) 573-0548, uhlguné7@ 
yahoo.com 

2nd Howitzer Bn 78th Arty (McKee Barracks, 
Crailsheim, Germany, 1960-1962), Tony Rupp, 
(570) 282-1449 

14th Trans Bn (AM&S) (GS) (Nha Trang, Tuy 
Hoa/Phu Hiep, Vietnam, 1965-1972), Dan 
Quackenbush, (315) 436-0498, quack0711@ 
tweny.rr.com 

79th Trans Co (DS) (Qui Nhon, Tuy Hoa, 
Vietnam, 1965-1972), Art Harrison, (440) 
668-0019, jam1996min@aol.com 

82nd Abn D Co 2nd/505th, Bill Wiester, (509) 
431-4717 

308th Missile Maint Sqdn (Little Rock AFB, AR, 
1963-1964), Douglas Philbrick, (480) 890-1193 

335th Trans Co (DS) (Chu Lai, Dong Ba Thin, 
Vietnam, 1965-1971), Dan Riley, (520) 249- 
5386, driley9823@msn.com 


Notices must be submitted on official forms, 
which may be obtained by sending a self- 
addressed stamped envelope to The American 
Legion Magazine, Attn: Life Memberships, P.O. 
Box 1055, Indianapolis, IN 46206. 

“Comrades in Distress” listings must be 
approved by the Legion's Veterans Affairs & 
Rehabilitation Division. If you are seeking to verify 
an injury received during service, contact your 
American Legion department service officer for 
information on how to publish a notice. 

To respond to a “Comrades in Distress” listing, 
send a letter to The American Legion Magazine, 
Attn: Comrades in Distress, P.O. Box 1055, 
Indianapolis, IN 46206. Include the listing's CID 
number in your response. 

“Taps” notices are published only for 
Legionnaires who served as department 
commanders or national officers. 


1607th Comm & Electronics Sqdn (All Shops, 
Dover AFB, DE, 1961-1964), Joel Gray, 
1607thcomm.elect@gmail.com 

Army Finance School, Finance Procedures 
Course No. 4 (Fort Benjamin Harrison, IN, 
Aug-Sept 1965), John Haggard, (231) 342- 
2905, samhunt59@yahoo.com 

Co 561 (1964-1965), Benjamin Rodriguez Jr., 
benfranr@gmail.com 

HD 26th Mar Observation Posts 1, 2,3 & 4 Near 
Da Nang (Vietnam, 1969), Robert Babbitt, 
(541) 760-4923 

HQ 11th Mar Supply S-2 (OP Jones near Da 
Nang, 1969), Robert Babbitt, (541) 760-4923 

NAVCOMMSTA Balboa, Panama (1981-1983), 
Donna English, (208) 599-1850, bbedme@ 
aol.com 


TAPS 


Gordon G. Grubb Jr., Dept of Philippines. Dept. 
Cmdr. 2013-2015 and 2016-2018. 

Terry Miller, Dept. of Wyoming. Dept. 
Cmdr. 2005-2006, Nat'l Exec. Cmte. Memb. 
2016-2020, Nat'l Americanism Cncl. Memb. 
2013-2016, Nat'l Children & Youth Cmsn. 
Memb. 2005-2013, Nat'l Children & Youth 
Cmsn. Region 8 Memb. 2004-2005, Nat'l Exec. 
Cmte. Alt. Memb. 2012-2016, Nat'l Internal 
Affairs Cmsn. Liaison Cmte. Memb. 2016-2017, 
Nat'l Veterans Affairs & Rehab. Cmsn. Liaison 
Cmte. Memb. 2017-2020 and Nat'l Veterans 
Preference Cmte. Memb. 2003-2004. 

Stanley G. Wylazlowski, Dept. of Philippines. 
Nat'l Americanism Cncl. Memb. 2017-2021 and 
Nat'l Exec. Cmte. Alt. Memb. 2017-2020. 


tHagey. New Year 


FROM THE CURRENCY RESERVE 


$10 


LIBERTY GOLD 
AU CONDITION 


CALL FOR PRICING! 


866-740-5367 


THERESERVE.GOLD 
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WIDESHOES.COM 


Men’s Sizes 5-20 


wide shoes q 


800-992-WIDE 


Hingham, MA 02043 + dept. AL2201 


JANUARY 2022 


U.S. MILITARY MEDALS & RIBBONS 


FREE COLOR CATALOG! 
TOLL FREE TEL: 800-864-5062 
VETS SUPPLY LINE 
10550 CO RD 81, #218 
MAPLE GROVE, MN 55369 
WEB SITE: www.MilitaryVetsPX.com 


DOG TAGS 


SAHOLVd 


CUSTOM BALL CAPS-NAVY SHIP CAPS 


THE LEGION ON FACEBOOK 
WWW.LEGION.ORG/FACEBOOK 


TURN UNCERTAINTY INTO 


THE AMERICAN LEGION 
VETERANS & CHILDREN 
FOUNDATION 


y 
DONATE TODAY 
ft. ‘pi Pi 


legion.org/VCF ) 


HONOR HIS 


PAST. SECURE 


HER FUTURE. i Ris 
| wa aes ~~ “<« Donate 


| 17 \ your car 
Jf \ to help 


Including The American 
Legion in your estate plans it ot vet e Tran S 
is one of the simplest ways , 
to make a lasting impact on 
the lives of both veterans 
and future generations. 


For more information: 
plannedgiving@legion.org 
317.630.1229 
legion.org/plannedgiving 


EIN 90-101797 |Legal Name: 
American Legion Charities, Inc. 
700 N. Pennsylvania St. 

PO. Box 1055, Indianapolis, IN 46206 


Schedule your Receive a donation 
(844-453-4466) or visit and receipt for your 
legion.org/donate/auto convenient pick-up gift 


PARTING SHOTS 


An optimist stays up to see 
the new year in. A pessimist 
stays up to make sure the 
old year leaves. 


MY PARENTS made New Year’s 
resolutions like volunteering and 
donating more money to charities. 
I’ve decided to make my own coffee 
once a week. 


A CENSUS TAKER knocked ona 
woman’s door. She answered all his questions 
but refused to state her age. 
“Did my neighbors say their ages?” she asked. 
“Certainly,” the census taker replied. 


“Well, I’m the same age they are!” she snapped. 


“As old as the Hills,” he wrote on his form. 


I DIDN’T REALIZE how bad a driver I am until 
my navigation app said, “In 400 feet, make a 
slight right, stop and let me out.” 


TWO FRIENDS were driving home one night 
when one asked the other to check if the car’s 
indicators were working. He promptly stuck his 
head out the window and yelled, “Yes, no, yes, 
no, yes, no, yes, no.” 


AN OFFICE WORKER decided it was time to 
lose some weight. He took his new diet seriously, 
even changing his driving route to avoid his 
favorite bakery. 

One morning, however, he arrived at work 
carrying a gigantic coffee cake. “I accidentally 
drove by the bakery this morning,” he said, 
“and there in the window were a bunch of 
goodies. I prayed, ‘Lord, if you want me to 
have one of those coffee cakes, let me find a 
parking place right in front of the bakery.’ 

“Sure enough,” he continued, “the eighth 
time around the block, there it was!” 


YOU KNOW your'e getting older when you 
have a party and the neighbors don’t realize it. 


“PEOPLE SAY, ‘I’m taking it one day at a time’ 


You know what? So is everybody. That’s how 
time works.” - Hannibal Buress 
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“He doesn’t so much chase you 
as look at you disapprovingly.” 


“Paul just finished the Great American Doorstop.” 


“Sure, he didn’t cost much, 
but they gouge you on the ink.” 


Our easiest Jitterbug’ phones ever. 


jitterbug. 


smart3 
$1999 Unlimited 


mont Talk & Text 
Data plans as low as °2#*/mo- 


Large 6.2" screen 
Simple, list-based menu 
Voice typing 

Video chat 

Value plans with data 


as low as °1748/mo- 


12:45 PM VA 


866- 
a 991- 
6826 


CALL? 


Home 


Camera & Photos 
Down 
Back |W | Ok 
Q Internet 
A oo \ 2ece)\ Soet 
oe ose ae 


a Sw OY 
€BACK f HOME +k 


Speaker 2 OnioH 


*3\0 -\F 


jitterbug. 
flip2 
$1929 9 Unlimited 


moor Talk & Text 


Large screen and big buttons 
Easy, list-based menu 


Voice calling and texting 
with Amazon Alexa 


Powerful speaker 
Value plans as low as *14°°/mo. 


Urgent Response 
button for help, 24/7 


EASY The Jitterbug’ Flip2 and Jitterbug® Smart3 
are our easiest Jitterbug® phones ever. Both have 
large screens and list-based menus. The Jitterbug 
Flip2 has big buttons, a powerful speaker and you 
can use your voice to make calls or write texts. 
With the Jitterbug Smart3, you can voice type 
emails and texts, video chat and use the internet 
for maps and directions. 


SAFE Turn your Jitterbug phone into a health and 
safety device with Lively” Urgent Response service. 
Simply press the Urgent Response button to be 
connected to a certified Agent who will confirm 
your location, assess the situation and get you the 
help you need, 24/7. 


> Nationwide No long-term 
— coverage contracts 
Available in-store 
or online at: 


lively BUY... 


100% U.S.-based live customer 
service and technical support monthly fees 


x Urgent Response 
button for help, 24/7 


AFFORDABLE Unlimited Talk & Text plans are 
now just *199° a month, with data for your 
Jitterbug Smart3 as low as *242 a month. There 
are no long-term contracts and no cancellation 
fees. Plus, coverage is powered by the nation’s 
most reliable wireless network. 


Friendly customer service representatives are 
happy to help you choose the phone and plan 
that are right for you. 


To order or learn more, call 


1.866.991.6826 


No hidden Keep your current 


phone number 


wes RITE 


AID Whkajrecna lively.com/phones 


*Monthly fees do not include government taxes or fees and are subject to change. Plans and services may require purchase of Lively device and one-time setup fee of °35. A data plan is required for 
the Jitterbug Smart3. Urgent Response or 911 calls can be made only when cellular service is available. Urgent Response tracks an approx. location of device when device is turned on and connected 
to the network. Lively does not guarantee an exact location. Urgent Response is only available with the purchase of a Lively Health & Safety Package. Consistently rated the most reliable network and 
best overall network performance in the country by IHS Markit’s RootScore Reports. Amazon Alexa integration with Jitterbug Flip2 requires Alexa registration and is subject to Alexa’s Terms of Use. 
By enabling Alexa on the Jitterbug Flip2, you acknowledge that Lively is not responsible for Amazon Alexa’s functionality or services. Amazon, Alexa and all related logos are trademarks of Amazon. 
com, Inc. or its affiliates. Screen images simulated. Appearance of device may vary. LIVELY and JITTERBUG are trademarks of Best Buy and its affiliated companies. ©2022 Best Buy. All rights reserved. 


UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT ISSUED 


*1,860 


___-RANDOM DATES- 


noe 


Trustpilot ***** Rated “EXCELLENT” 


Bam today, Nationwide Coin & Bullion Reserve will take orders on a first-come, first-served basis for these beautiful one 
ounce $50 Gold American Eagle coins. Gold Eagles are the perfect way for Americans to protect their wealth and hedge against 
inflation and global uncertainty. This offer is for new customers only. There is a strict limit of one coin per household, per 
lifetime. Nationwide has set these one ounce $50 Gold Eagles at the incredible price of only $1,860.00* each. There are no mark 
ups, no premiums, and no dealer fees. This at-cost offer is meant to help ease the American public’s transition into the safety of gold. 


Leading financial experts predict the gold HASSLE FREE 
Vinsoudore te ustiveys Diet (f=, SEMEN | MMU 

wi V ive years. Du | 40% SINCE 2016" {i ,_ 

ongoing international uncertainty, the price 1 | ieee 


of gold is predicted to skyrocket. This may of $50,000 or more 


be your final opportunity to buy gold below hate tie FREE SHIPPING 
$2,000 an ounce. !} *Date of projection 10/12/2021 & Insurance on all coins 


USD PER OUNCE 


FREE! 
“AMERICA’S MOST TRUSTED SOURCE FOR PRECIOUS METALS” 


I’ve selected Nationwide as the exclusive supplier of my signature coins. Nationwide is a trusted dis- 
tributor of gold, silver and other precious metals with customers all over North America and Europe. 
Nationwide only distributes government-backed, legal tender American gold. (Zn 


Don Evesilend Sculptor US. Mint-Ret. (7; Md, ala, 
VISA fo) MENTION KEY CODE WHEN CALLING 
ae 1-800-211-9263 


